
2017 Rev. Joseph Stroot Award Recipients 
The Rev. Joseph C. Stroot, CSC Memorial Award for Distinguished Service is presented by 
the Notre Dame College Prep Alumni Association to both an alumnus and to a member of 
the Notre Dame College Prep faculty/staff who models Fr. Stroot’s life of leadership, ser-
vice, loyalty and dedication to the traditions and mission of Notre Dame College Prep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: L-R: Mr. John Bachta & Tom Draths ‘03, Alumni 

Executive Board Member 

 

This year’s 2017 faculty recipient of the Fr. Joseph Stroot, 

CSC Memorial Award for Distinguished Service is  

Mr. John Bachta 

He is a prime example of Rev. Joseph Stroot’s dedication 

and love of Notre Dame.  He is one of the hardest workers 

at Notre Dame. He arrives early, and stays late, and is al-

ways available to help students with math, whether they 

are in his class or not. He wants to see his students do well 

and holds them to very high expectations. He challenges his 

students to do their best and pushes them to work hard. 

He frequently has received recognition from his former 

students that he has prepared them well for college, for 

work, and for life. 

He founded the unique Notre Dame Lumberjack Club to 

support the Cook County Forest Preserve District efforts to 

rid local forests of non-native and invasive species. He has 

led ND students on weekly trips to perform thousands of 

hours of service to benefit the surrounding communities. 

His group is known for their dedication and commitment as 

well as their enthusiasm and for "always winning". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L-R: Tom Draths ‘03 & Andy Pope ‘77 

This year’s 2017 alumnus recipient of the Fr. Joseph 

Stroot, CSC Memorial Award for Distinguished Service is  

Andy Pope, Class of 1977 

This year’s alumnus recipient is a prime example of ded-

ication to Notre Dame.  This individual has been a famil-

iar face at alumni events and at Notre Dame College 

Prep.  He is a member of the Hall of Honor and Wall of 

Fame. He is also a Legacy Don. His son, Anthony Pope is 

a graduate of the Class of 2011. This alumnus has pro-

vided generously of his time and talents to the Lifetime 

Learning program as well as advance the Alumni Associ-

ation’s mission to foster Notre Dame fellowship and 

strengthen the Notre Dame community. His dedication 

is truly measured by the amount of mileage he has ac-

cumulated from commuting to and from his home, out-

side St. Louis, Missouri  


