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The Burke Scholars is a program for students interested in a Catholic education who particularly have mild or moderate cognitive delays 
or special needs including Down Syndrome, Fragile X Syndrome, or other cognitive differences.  The program is the first of its kind in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and among fewer than ten such programs at Catholic schools in the United States. 

The need to provide a Catholic education for more students, including those with cognitive disabilities, is imperative.  Including students 
with significant learning differences will provide an opportunity for Notre Dame to continue to develop as a community of care and 
support as well as one which is open to people of all backgrounds. 

The Anne and Ed Burke Scholars Program is named for Illinois State Supreme Court Justice Anne Burke, and for her husband, Chicago 
Alderman Edward Burke.  The Burkes’ oldest son, Edward, graduated from Notre Dame College Prep in 1989.  Anne Burke was the 
founder and driving force behind the Special Olympics which celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2008.

Notre Dame is honored to have such distinguished Illinois public servants lend their names to this program.  Their lives of service to others 
have inspired the creation of the Burke Scholars Program.

7655 West Dempster Street, Niles IL, 60714      Phone: 847.779.8615  Fax: 847.965.2975  

(over)



our reSPonSIBIlITY

AcAdeMIc ProGrAM

Peer MenTorS

AdMISSIonS

As early as 1978, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops released a Pastoral Statement calling on all Catholics and Catholic 
schools to seek ways to provide a Catholic education to students with disabilities.  “…Realizing the unique gifts children with disabilities 
have to offer the Church, we wish to address the need for their integration into the Christian community and fuller participation in its life.  
There can be no separate Church for people with disabilities.  We are one flock that serves a single shepherd.”

In 2005 the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops reminded us that it is the “responsibility of the whole Catholic community to 
continue to strive toward the goal of making Catholic elementary and secondary schools available, accessible, and affordable to all 
Catholic parents and their children.”  

The academic program is one of modified inclusion and students in the Burke Scholars Program are integrated into regular classes 
wherever possible.  Others will be taught with direct or group instruction.  Burke Scholars are integrated into Notre Dame life in every 
other way, providing a Catholic community education upon the pillars of faith, scholarship, and service.

Students are included in academic courses as often as possible.  Each student’s learning needs are addressed according to his abilities.  
Sometimes direct or small group instruction is used to provide students the best opportunity for success.

Most Burke Scholars will receive a Certificate of Achievement upon completion of the program. 

Peer Mentors are trained Notre Dame students who provide service as teachers, coaches, tutors, models and friends.  Peer Mentors help 
provide for a successful daily routine for Burke Scholars.  The Peer Mentors program is designed to provide strong and positive relationships 
for both the students and the mentors.  The Burke Scholars staff trains Peer Mentors.

Admission to the program is determined by a process involving input from the family, school and independent advisors.  Students are 
accepted into the program on the basis of their Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and should have experience in an educational setting, 
good communication skills and be capable of self care.  Family support is crucial to the success of the program. 

Typical students have academic performance between 2nd and 6th grade, are able to initiate simple written and verbal expression and 
are willing to follow the high behavior standards of Notre Dame College Prep.

If you know of students with significant cognitive disabilities who are in the seventh or eighth grade and are interested in attending Notre 
Dame, please contact our enrollment office at 847-779-8615.  If you have questions about this program or need more information, 
please call Mr. Dan Tully at 847-779-8624.  
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