
Admissions Criteria and Expectations
Members of the Hesburgh Scholar Program are invited to apply at the end of the first semester of their 
freshman or sophomore year. The following criteria are taken into account when inviting and selecting the 
new members of the program:

     Cumulative 3.6 grade point average at the end of the first semester of freshman 
      or sophomore year.

      Honors placement

      Teacher recommendations

      Written application with essay

      Personal interview

      Extracurricular involvement

HESBURGH SCHOLAR PROGRAM

Inspired by the work of Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, 
CSC, the Hesburgh Scholar Program challenges 
students to use their talents to aid in the construction 
of a world where justice, peace and love prevail.

Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, CSC: Renowned Leader
A priest of the Congregation of Holy Cross, Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, CSC, is considered one of the nation’s 
truly great leaders. Committed to nurturing spiritual values, Fr. Hesburgh has substantially shaped 
and articulated America’s conscience on numerous social issues.

Fr. Hesburgh served as President of the University of Notre Dame for 35 years (1952-1987), but 
his work was not limited to the University. His remarkable achievements in the public sector include service 
on 16 Presidential Commissions in the areas of civil rights, peaceful uses of atomic energy, and Third World 
development. Widely recognized for his work, he has received over 150 honorary degrees, the Congressional 
Gold Medal, and the Medal of Freedom.

Inspired by the work of Fr. Hesburgh, the Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, CSC Scholar Program challenges students 
to use their talents to aid in the construction of the world “where justice, peace and love prevail.”

What is the Hesburgh Scholar Program?
The Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, CSC Scholar Program is designed to challenge the most gifted and 
motivated students in a demanding course of studies. The Hesburgh Scholar Program not only requires the 
development of the student’s abilities in all areas of the academic curriculum, but also seeks to further his 
overall development through involvement in various service-oriented and extracurricular activities.
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Expectations
The distinction of Hesburgh Scholar is a great honor. But with that great privilege also comes great 
responsibility. Hesburgh Scholars are held to high academic and participation standards:

     Maintain a cumulative 3.6 G.P.A. or better and a semester average of “B”

     Complete a minimum of 9 Honors/AP courses over 4 years

     Complete at least three years of a foreign language

     Participate in the Hesburgh Forum program during the junior and senior years

     Participate in a peer tutoring program

     Contribute to the Notre Dame College Prep community through service, leadership 
     and extracurricular activities.

Course Requirements and the Hesburgh Forum
The AP or honors courses taken must include the following:

     2 English

     1 Science

     1 Mathematics

     1 Social Studies

     1 Religion

     1 Foreign Language

     2 Elective honors courses from any subject area

Students have several AP or honors courses offered to them throughout their four years at Notre Dame. 
Current AP and honors course offerings, as well as their pre-requisites, can be found in the curriculum guide 
online at www.nddons.org. Please note the availability of courses is subject to change.

The Hesburgh Forum
The Hesburgh Forum program is designed to give the Scholars a deeper understanding of each academic 
subject by challenging them to complete a project or activity planned by the faculty of the respective 
departments. Each major department is free to devise any type of learning activity which they feel will challenge 
the Hesburgh Scholars and aid in their development socially, spiritually and academically. Past projects have 
included research essays, lectures, field trips and debates. Not only do these activities provide the Hesburgh 
Scholars with enriching experiences, but they also give them the chance to work closely with the professional, 
and quite knowledgeable “experts” in each field—the teachers at Notre Dame College Prep.

Achieving Success: Universities Attended by Hesburgh Scholars

Bradley University

Catholic University

Cornell University

DePaul University

Duke University

Fordham University

Harvard University

Illinois Wesleyan University

Loyola University- Chicago

Marquette University

Northwestern University

Purdue University

St. Louis University

United States Naval Academy

University of Arizona

University of Chicago

University of Iowa

University of Miami-Ohio

University of Michigan

University of Notre Dame

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Valparaiso University

Contact Information
Steve Zeier
Director of Hesburgh Scholar Program
szeier@ndhsdons.org

847-779-8743
www.nddons.org


