
The mission of Notre Dame High School is to assist each student with the integration of faith, scholarship
and culture.  As a school community, we do not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national or
ethnic origins in the administration of programs and opportunities made available to our students.  A student’s
enrollment at Notre Dame implies acceptance of the mission and philosophy of the school.  Accordingly,
all students enrolled at Notre Dame, Catholic or non-Catholic, are expected to participate fully in the
Religious Studies classes, class retreats and other informal opportunities provided for the development of
one’s life of faith.  In so doing, Notre Dame High School is sensitive to and respectful of the particular faith
traditions of the individual in the administration of our educational program.

Graduation Requirements

Must earn 23.00 credits which include:
• 4 credits in Religion
• 4 credits in English
• 3 credits in Mathematics
• 3 credits in Lab Sciences:

♦    1 credit in Biology
♦  1 credit in Chemistry or Physics
♦  1 credit of a Science elective

• 2 credits of the same Foreign Language [waived for students in the Brother Andre Scholar Program]
• 3 Social Studies:

♦  1 credit in Western Civilization
♦  1 credit in United States History
♦  1 credits of a Social Studies elective

• 1/2 credits in Fine Arts
• 1/2 credits in Computer Literacy
• 1 credit in Physical|Health Education [2 years]

• Participation of a minimum of twenty-five (25) hours per academic year in the Christian Service Program.
Must Pass by end of Junior Year:
• United States Constitution Exam
• English Composition Proficiency Exam

Participation in Graduation
Notre Dame High School does not permit early graduation.  In order to participate in the Graduation Exercises, a
student must meet ALL requirements listed above for graduation.  Students deficient in any credits or required
courses will NOT be allowed to participate in the Graduation Exercises.

Preparing for College

Traditionally, the recommended requirements for entrance into a four-year college include four years of English,
three years of Social Studies, three years of Mathematics including Geometry, three years of a lab Science, two years
of the same Foreign Language and/or Fine Arts.  These subject patterns will meet the State of Illinois requirements
for admission to State Colleges in Illinois.

ACADEMIC INFORMATION



Class Load

1. Regardless of the number of credits previously earned, each freshman is required to take Religion, Physical
Education and at least four (4) other academic courses.

2. Regardless of the number of credits previously earned, each sophomore is required to take Religion, Physical
Education and Health and at least four (4) other academic courses.

3. Regardless of the number of credits previously earned, each junior and senior is required to take Religion and at
least five (5) other full-year academic courses or their equivalent.

Credit for Classes taken during Junior High School
If an incoming freshman takes the equivalent of a high school course while in the 7th or 8th grade, credit will not be
issued.  However, placement consideration will be given based upon the student’s successful performance on a
placement exam developed and administered by Notre Dame High School and/or appropriate documentation pro-
vided by the junior high stating the content of the course and the student’s level of achievement.  In the case that the
course was taken at a local high school, the course will be listed on the student’s transcript as a non-credit course,
providing the course meets North Central standards.

A course taken at an accredited high school during the summer session prior to freshman year will be granted credit
provided that it meets North Central standards and if the student receives written permission from the Academic
Office.

Honor Roll

The Honor Roll is determined on the basis of the semester GPA.  There are three classifications:
·Summa Cum Laude GPA of 3.80 through 5.00 No grade lower than a C-
·Magna Cum Laude GPA of 3.50 through 3.79 No grade lower than a C-
·Cum Laude GPA of 3.20 through 3.49 No grade lower than a C-

Failure
A course that is failed during the school year must be made up in an accredited summer school if the student wishes
to return to Notre Dame in the fall.  Any student attending summer school must have his summer school registration
approved by his guidance counselor.  Seniors who fail courses in the first semester will be required to make these
courses up in an accredited Evening School or add additional courses to the second semester schedule.  This require-
ment holds if:
1.  The course is a course required for graduation.

-OR-
2.  The course failed creates a credit deficiency for graduation.

Repeating a Course

If a student is required to repeat a course because of failure, both grades for the course appear on the student’s
permanent  record.     Repeating  the course does not  remove the failing grade.     Both grades are entered  into  the
computation of the student’s GPA.



Academic Problem Solving

Occasionally students experience academic difficulty in a particular course.  If that happens, the most effective way
of dealing with the problem is through direct communication with the teacher.  The procedure which should be
followed is listed below.

1. Upon realizing that a problem exists, the student must set up an appointment to meet with his teacher to address
the problem.  This step is the most important.  Clear and direct dialogue between the student and the teacher
must be established.  A student should never delay in asking for help.

2. If the problem continues, the student must again talk with the teacher and also alert the counselor that there is a
problem.  This is done so the counselor is aware of the issue and perhaps may suggest additional resources.

3. If the problem continues, parents should first contact the teacher so that dialogue begins between parent(s) and
teacher.  Secondly, the parents should contact the student’s counselor so that dialogue begins between parent(s)
and counselor.  NOTE:  To circumnavigate these steps and to contact an administrator has little impact.  The
teacher, student, and counselor have all pertinent information as to the nature of the problem.  It is with these
parties that steps will be taken to solve the problem.

4. If the problem continues, a staffing meeting may be scheduled.  The staffing will consist of the parent(s), stu-
dent, teacher, and counselor.  It is at this meeting that all final evaluations will be undertaken and an appropriate
solution will be made.  (It may be necessary to have all the student’s teachers at the staffing.)

The spirit of this procedure is threefold: to address the problem in its early stages, to open up communication, and to
help a student experience success at Notre Dame.

Homework

Work is assigned on a regular basis as preparation for class or reinforcement of material covered in class.  If a student
misses any class time for whatever reason, it is his responsibility to make up the work missing in a course.  It is the
responsibility of the student to contact his teachers the day of his return to make arrangements for his make-up work.

In keeping with the mission of Notre Dame High School, we regularly monitor each of our young men’s growth in
faith, service, and scholarship.  We believe that success will occur if a student takes maximum advantage for learn-
ing at Notre Dame.  Missing homework assignments impact a student’s grade.  We are confident that if a student
develops an attitude of responsibility toward his homework, he will be successful at Notre Dame.  We deal directly
with a student who is having homework difficulties.

Academic Probation

A student is placed on Academic Probation when the administration judges that he is in serious academic diffi-
culty.  Please see handbook for further details.

Eligibility for Extra-Curricular Activities

Students involved in any extra-curricular activities must be academically eligible to participate.  To be eligible, a
student may not be failing more than one (1) academic course each week that an eligibility check is made.  If found
ineligible, he will not be permitted to take part in practice, in competition or in the activity until he is again eligible.
The student may be assigned to the tutorial center at the discretion of his counselor.



If a student fails more than one academic course for a semester, he is ineligible to participate in any extra-curricular
event until such deficiency is removed; the period of time is usually, but not limited to, a semester.

After School Jobs

A student’s primary responsibility is to his role as a Notre Dame student.  At no time does the necessity to work take
priority over the need to devote sufficient time and effort to his responsibilities as a student.  Students are required to
meet all their obligations at school, including their participation in after-school activity/study period, before pro-
ceeding to their after school jobs.

Reports on Academic Progress

Reports are issued at regular intervals throughout the semester.  The official grade report is issued at the end of each
semester.  At this time, credit is granted for each course receiving a passing grade.

Transcripts

Requests for transcripts of credits are made with the Academic Office or College Counseling.  A fee of $2.00 must be
paid for each transcript after the first.  A release form or letter of authorization must accompany the request before a
transcript will be mailed.  All financial obligations must be cleared before official transcripts will be mailed.

Class Changes

All course changes must be approved by the Assistant Principal for Academics.  A student who wishes to change to
another course must do so on the designated day(s) in August.  No changes are guaranteed; many factors including
scheduling conflicts and class size will be taken into account.  Such changes are not made after the school year
begins.

During the school year, only teacher-approved changes will be made.  A student taking a non-required seventh
course may withdraw from the course until the end of the first marking period of either semester; after the first
marking period, the student must remain in the course until the end of the semester.

No student is to stop attending a class or start attending a new class until he has been issued a new schedule or given
written notification by his counselor to make a change.  A student who fails a course during the first semester may
incur a schedule change in the second semester.  Any student affected by such a change will need to see his counse-
lor.

Academic Integrity

Please see 2008-2009 Student Handbook at www.ndhsdons.org.



Retreat & Service Requirements

The words from the Mission and Philosophy of Notre Dame High School are the foundation of the work of the
Campus Ministry Office.  So that the spirit behind these words can remain alive and dynamic, it is the work of this
office to offer opportunities of prayer, reflection, and service so that each person who is part of the Notre Dame
family can grow in mind and heart.

God has made a Covenant with us, the Lord’s people, promising to remain faithful to us all at all times; in return,
God invites us to remain faithful by loving God, others, and self, imitating God’s love for us.  The Holy Spirit and the
Sacraments, especially Eucharist, are the gifts which help us to keep our part of the Covenant.

In the spirit of Jesus, an annual retreat is required of every student each year he attends Notre Dame High School.
This is an opportunity to “step back” from life and listen to what God has to say to us.  Every retreat includes prayer,
reflection, interaction and Eucharist.

Twenty-five (25) hours of service must be completed by the end of each academic year.  A student will not be
permitted to advance to the next grade level if this yearly requirement is not satisfied.
Some of the goals for this service component include:

•Providing educational experiences in areas of social concern,
•Enhancing spiritual and intellectual awareness of Catholic social teaching,
•Answering our Baptismal call to serve and establish a more just, humane world.



English Department

112 / 113--Composition and Literature I
Grade: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This course introduces the major literary genres, including a full-length novel and a Shakespearean drama.  In
addition, students will work on improving their composition skills through the study of grammar with emphasis on
the parts of speech, the parts of the sentence, phrases, and subordinate clauses.  The students will also enhance their
writing through the study of vocabulary.

118--Honors Composition and Literature I
Grade: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year
This course earns honors quality points.

This course is for students of high abililty.  Students are selected for this course on the basis of a special writing
proficiency exam, their placement test scores, and the recommendations of their elementary school teachers.  In
addition to the coursework covered in Composition and Literature I, this curriculum includes the study of mythology
and a summer reading requirement.

111--Reading and Writing Workshop I
Grade:  9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This course is required of all freshmen placed in the Brother Andre Scholar Program.
Current reading/writing strategies are modeled and effective study strategies are taught.  Students will read a wide
variety of adolescent literatures exposing them to various genres.  In addition, each student will create a response
journal and keep a portfolio of selected writings.  They will also be introduced to word processing on the computer.

Computer Technology Department
213--Computer Literacy I:  An Introduction to Computer Applications
Grade: 9,10 Credit: 0.50 One Semester

This course will introduce the student to the following computer applications:  Word Processing, Spreadsheets,
Power Point and E-Mail using Word 2000.  Upon completion of this course, the students will have the necessary
tools needed to integrate and perform various tasks such as:  writing reports, tables, charts, basic correspondence and
drawings; graphing, sending attachments using e-mail, designing power point presentations for their classroom
projects, and the use of spreadsheets.

This course is typically taken during the freshman year.  A student who chooses to take Band or another
seventh course in his freshman year will need to complete this requirement during summer school before the
beginning of freshman or sophomore year.  A student designated as a Brother Andre Scholar will take this
class in the first semester of his sophomore year.



Language  Department

461--Chinese I  | 413--Italian I | 415--Spanish I
Year: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

These courses provide an introduction and development of the language’s grammatical structures and pronuncia-

Mathematics  Department

512--Algebra I
Grade: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This Algebra I course is designed for students who have experienced difficulty in previous mathematics classes.
This course stresses the fundamentals of algebra but proceeds at a slightly slower pace. Students are exposed to the
same topics as in the regular algebra curriculum but the level of assessment is adjusted.

Prerequisite:  Students are placed into this course at the discretion of the department based upon performance in
previous math courses and anticipated mathematical ability.

513--Algebra I
Grade: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This course applies the principles of the real number system to operations with variables as well as constants.  Topics
covered include addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of variables and rational expressions; the solution
of linear and quadratic equations and inequalities; the use of ratio and proportion; the solution of systems of equa-
tions; the graphing of systems of linear equations and of linear inequalities; operations with radical expressions; the
proper set-up and solution of word problems.  The student should be able to explain not only what he does but also
why he does it in the particular way he chooses.

Prerequisite:  Students are placed into this course at the discretion of the department based upon performance in
previous math courses and anticipated mathematical ability.

Health and Physical Education Department
313--Physical Education I
Year: 9 Credit: 0.50 Full Year

The physical education units studied and applied include strength training, physical fitness, wrestling, track and
field, golf, soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, softball, and ultimate frisbee.

tion, vocabulary building, practice in reading, speaking, listening and writing.



Religious Studies Department

712 / 715--Introduction to Catholicism
Grade: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This course is designed to introduce students to the basic principles of the Roman Catholic faith, consistent with the
Creeds and the teachings of the Second Vatican Council.  It will examine major theological concepts that are essential
to Catholicism, including God, the person and mission of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, grace, and the
structure and mission of the Church.  The course will also provide students with a basic understanding of the structure
and of the Sacraments and their role in the lives of Catholics and will  familiarize them with the broad outlines of the
history of the Catholic Church.  This course will provide students with the necessary foundation for their further
religious education at Notre Dame High School.

528 -- Honors Algebra II
Grade: 9,10 Credit: 1.00 Full Year
This course earns honors quality points.

This accelerated course is designed for students who have an excellent knowledge of algebra.  The course briefly
reviews concepts presented in Algebra I and then rigorously expands and applies them to other areas of mathemat-
ics.  In addition, selected topics from Precalculus are studied.  The ideas presented in this course involve advanced
techniques of graphing and solving equations and inequalities.  This course requires the use of a graphing calculator.

Prerequisite:  Placement in the course is based on three factors:  a score of at least the 85th percentile on the Math
section  of the Explore assessment, an “A” or “B” in 8th grade Mathematics and a score of at least 70% on the Math
Department placement exam.

516--Accelerated Algebra I
Grade: 9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year
This course earns honors quality points.

This accelerated course is a comprehensive study of the fundamental principles of algebra.  algebraic symbolism,
simplifying expressions, solutions to elementary equations, and the graphic representations associated with vari-
ables are among the course topics.  This course emphasizes the algebraic processes applied to word problems.

Prerequisite:  Placement by Mathematics Department after completion of the Math Department placement exam
exam in May.



Social  Studies  Department

912--History of Western Civilization
Grade:  9 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This course is required of all freshmen placed in the Brother Andre Scholar Program.

This course covers the same basic information as presented in the 913 History of Western Civilization but more
time is spent on each of the topics with greater emphasis on basic skills in each of the lessons. Evaluation is more
fact-based and less analytical than in the college prep level class.

913--History of Western Civilization
Grade:  9,10 Credit: 1.00 Full Year
This course must be completed by the end of Sophomore year.

This course is designed as a survey of the most important ideas, cultural patterns, people and events that have helped
shape our Western Civilization.  The course is not a global history; non-western areas are intentionally excluded
from the survey.  There is a stress on a cause-and-effect relationships moving through the material with emphasis
given to particular movements, countries and events grouped in units and then related to other units.

The first semester covers the time span to approximately 1500 AD.  The second semester covers the time period
leading up to the current age.  Contributions of Catholic Christianity to European and New World civilizations are
placed in perspective within the course.  Additionally, an emphasis will be given to map study as well as graph, chart,
and outline analysis.

829--Honors Biology
Grade: 9, 10 Credit: 1.00 Full Year
This course earns honors credit.

The honors course deals with the same topics as the college prep course, but in great depth and with more inde-
pendent work on the part of students.

Placement is determined on the basis of a score in the 90th percentile or higher on the reading section of the
Explore assessment.

Science  Department

824--Biology
Grade: 9, 10 Credit: 1.00 Full Year

This course concentrates on the following topics: cell biology, genetics/evolution, diversity of life, human anatomy
and physiology, and ecology.  The laboratory component emphasizes lab safety, basic lab skills, and experiments and
projects illustrating biological principles presented in the lecture portion of the course.


