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After the incredible success of 

last year‟s hockey team, the 

Dons are ready to take the ice 

for this year‟s season. 

Defenseman Brandon Taylor 

said “We have high expecta-

tions for this sea-

son. We hope to 

have a winning re-

cord and finish top 

5 in the catholic 

league standings. 

We worked hard 

this off-season to 

prepare for this year 

and we really feel 

like all of it will pay 

off this season.” 

There are a lot of differences 

between this year‟s team and 

last year‟s  team. Offense man 

Steve Kavanagh said “We lost 

a lot of good guys this year. 

We hope to adjust and find 

ways to win with this team.” 

He also said “This team has a 

lot of talent. Our biggest 

strength is probably all the 

returning offensive players 

from last season. They really 

help our chances in winning 

games.” When asked about 

the teams biggest challenge 

this season, Brandon Taylor 

said “There's always chal-

lenges to overcome but our 

biggest challenge is compet-

ing with all the talent in the 

catholic league. 

There is a lot of 

tough teams and 

we look forward 

to proving our-

selves against 

them.” The Dons 

will also be tak-

ing a team tip to 

California this 

Thanksgiving 

break to compete 

in a national tournament. 

“We are really excited to be 

in this tournament” Taylor 

said. “We will be playing 

teams from all across the 

U.S. and Canada. It will be 

good experience for the 

team and a good chance to 

play some new teams.” It 

will be very exciting to 

watch the Ice Dons in action 

this season. ■ 

sports 

It is a well established fact that 

exercise is good for you and is 

a major component of a 

healthy lifestyle. However, 

while regular exercise, such as 

high school athletics, may be 

healthy, overdoing it is not. 

too little oxygen from the 

decreased number of red 

blood cells. Another, more 

well known sports related 

injury is the concussion. It is 

estimated that around 

92,000 concussions occur in 

high schools. Researchers 

have found that teenagers, 

especially, are at risk for 

serious brain damage from 

concussions, since their 

brains are still in the devel-

opment stages. Fortunately, 

there are now new regula-

tions on high school sports 

should injuries occur, safely 

taking the player out of the 

game. Exercise, when not 

overdone, is still as healthy 

as it ever was.■ 

Back to School Night 

     Back To School Night is 

an annual event held at Notre 

Dame College Prep to mark 

the beginning of the new 

school year. This unique 

event took place on August 

25. This is unlike any other 

event during the school year--

students do not attend. The 

fact that Back To School 

Night is the one event that no 

student attends has most 

likely  sparked curiosity as to 

what it consists of. 

     Back To School Night is a 

tradition at Notre Dame, 

where parents follow the 

class schedule of their son(s); 

it gives them an opportunity 

to get to know the teachers, 

the teachers to get to know 

the parents, and most impor-

tantly, it gives the parents an 

understanding of what their 

sons encounter five out of 

seven days in the week. For 

parents, this event is impor-

tant because they can ex-

perience firsthand the school 

environment, how the 

school functions, and see 

what their investment is 

going toward. For teachers, 

it is important because they 

can learn more about their 

students by getting to know 

the parents. And lastly, for 

students, even though they 

don't attend this event, it is 

indirectly important for 

them because their parent(s) 

get to walk in their shoes for 

a time. With that, future 

conflicts can be avoided. 

     While parents of upper-

classmen have gone to Back 

To School Night in previous 

years and already know the 

routine, it is still important 

for them to attend. In a state-

ment released by the princi-

pal, Mr. Dan Tully, he men-

tioned, "'We hope that every 

family would attend Back to 

School Night regardless of 

their grade because of the 

importance of understanding 

what each student encounters 

in school. This allows parents 

to know about the amount of 

homework, the texts used, 

other assignments or projects, 

and of course, the teacher. It 

really gets the school year off 

right. And if a parent or 

teacher needs to contact one 

another later in the school 

year, it helps to have already 

met and know a little about 

the other person."■ 
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Several health issues can arise 

from too much physical activ-

ity. If an athlete trains using a 

high intensity workout, the 

number of red blood cells in 

their bloodstream decreases, a 

condition known as hypoxia. 

Athletes who train with ex-

tremely rigorous regimens 

may be at risk for anemia, a 

result of the muscles receiving 

ND Ice Dons Ready 

By: Ada m Chin ‘12  

Staff  Writer  

By: John Bernath ‘11  

FOCUS Contributor  
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Parents, teachers meet and greet to kick-off the school year 

By: Kyle Col l ins ‘13  

Staff  Writer  

By: Chris Jo ll if fe  ‘12  

FOCUS Contributor  

 

Soccer: New Season, 

New Philosophy 

As we approach this new 

soccer season, expectations 

concerning performance, 

spirit and alacrity arise, and 

many of us who form part of 

the student body are eager to 

know what is ahead. Despite 

the team's success last year, 

varsity head Coach Chris 

Caudill plans to integrate a 

slightly different philosophy 

this year. The reason for 

this, Caudill explained, is 

that the players are different; 

thus enhancing the curiosity 

concerning this team's phi-

losophy. 

     "The philosophy is that 

we will defend as a unit and 

we will attack as a unit," 

expressed Caudill. 

     Caudill elaborated: "So I 

want to see quick passing, 

quick movement when we 

don't have the ball, and the 

moment that we lose posses-

sion everybody works hard 

defensively to get the ball 

back." 

     Although the team is 

well rounded, it also lost a 

lot of its senior leadership, 

hence this new way of 

thinking promises to build 

the performance of the team 

overall. Caudill expects the 

team to do well in confer-

ence and non-conference 

games and to be competitive 

when facing schools such as 

St. Viator. 

     Meanwhile, the varsity 

team has been preparing in 

the off-season by joining 

Coach Lara's weightlifting 

fitness class, playing on 

local club teams and partici-

pating in the summer ses-

sions held at Notre Dame 

twice a week for eight 

weeks. 

     To conclude, we will be 

looking forward to the ad-

vances of the soccer team 

and their determination. 

Coach Caudill believes that 

as the season progresses the 

skills of the varsity team 

will increase, yet it is still to 

be seen how they perform in 

this 2011 conference. 

     As a side note, Coach 

Chris Caudill added, "We 

are proud to represent the 

soccer team and I am proud 

to represent Notre Dame 

College Prep, and we would 

love to have some fans to 

come and cheer us on."■ 

We Are 

 

GO        DONS 

The Dangers of High School Sports 

News…………….1-2 
Culvers Opening 

Soon 

 Headphones and   

Hearing Loss 

Open House  

Features…...….. 3-5 
The Blurry Vision 

Letter from the Editor 

Dons Celebrate 

Homecoming 

Do Standardized 

Tests Really Work? 

First Responders‟ 

Mass in Pictures 

Sports…………...6-8 
Football „10 Review 

Interview with Cross 

Country Coach Zak 

Wiatr 

Fall Sports Schedule 

ND Ice Dons Ready 

Soccer: New Season, 

New Philosophy 

The Dangers of High 

School Sports 

ND Jugglers to Perform Dumbo: Retold 

     This November, the Notre 

Dame Jugglers will be re-

telling a classic tale. Dumbo, 

the story of an elephant with 

unusually large ears, will be 

performed in the Little Thea-

tre during the first weekend 

in November. Auditions were 

held from September 12 to 

the 14, and dozens of stu-

dents from Notre Dame, Res-

urrection, and Loyola came 

out to get a role or be in the 

crew. Erin Raddatz, a junior 

at Resurrection, received the 

role of Dumbo. “From the 

first moment she walked 

into the theatre for her audi-

tion, I knew she had the 

right stuff to portray 

Dumbo,” said Mrs. Cynthia 

Schliesman, the new Jug-

glers director. Senior Tyler 

Wynd was cast as the lead 

male role of Dumbo‟s side-

kick and mentor, Timothy 

the Mouse. Just because 

crew members aren‟t going 

By: Frank Fernandez ‘13  

FOCUS Contributor  

scenes that are changed from 

the original. When asked if 

we could get any sneak peeks 

for what is to come in the 

show, Mrs. Schliesman re-

sponded, “You‟re just going 

to have to come watch the 

show.” Dumbo: Re-told will 

be shown in the Notre Dame 

Little Theatre from  

Nov 4-6.■   

to be acting on stage, they will 

play a vital role in Dumbo. 

“Everyone involved in this 

show will do something 

where they are out in front of 

the people,” continued Mrs. 

Schliesman. “We will have 

crew members playing pop-

corn vendors, jugglers, and 

many more side acts.  I want 

all the people in the crew po-

sitions to not simply hide be-

hind the scenes.”  The name 

of this show is Dumbo: Re-

told, so there will be a few 
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Coming Soon: CULVER’S 

     Culver's is now under 

construction and will be less 

than a mile away from Notre 

Dame College Prep on 

Dempster St. in Morton 

Grove. Construction is on 

schedule and the new restau-

rant is expected to be open 

for business anytime be-

tween October and the be-

By: Corbin McLean  

FOCUS Contributor  
ginning of the new year. 

Sources at Culver's say that 

the new restaurant will do 

very well when faced with 

competition due to its good 

reputation and the loyalty of 

its customers. 

The restaurant is now hiring 

for its new location and any-

one that's interested should 

contact Culver's through 

t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.culvers.com/careers. ■ 

 

Headphones and 

Hearing Loss 

By: Eric Col l ins ‘13  

Staff  Writer  

     More and more, students 

of all ages are using ear-bud 

headphones to listen to music 

and watch videos. What they 

probably don‟t know is 

how much damage they 

have done, and con-

tinue to do to 

their ears. 

Studies at Pur-

due University 

have shown that stu-

dents who use ear- bud 

headphones frequently on a 

regular basis have developed 

what researchers call “noise- 

induced hearing loss.” In a 

nutshell, people with this 

type of hearing loss have a 

harder time hearing sound of 

higher frequencies, evidenced 

by a mild ringing noise in the 

ear. Researchers have con-

cluded that if you give your 

ears a rest from headphone 

use, or from loud sounds in 

general, your ears might re-

cover partially. However pro-

longed exposure to such 

sounds may eventually cause 

damage to the hair cells in 

the inner ear that are 

necessary for 

good hearing. 

Often nowa-

days, people 

are playing 

music at 

higher levels 

in order to drown 

out the ambient noises 

of buses, trains, and other 

things. This has the potential 

to cause mild to severe dam-

age on a daily basis. So, from 

time to time, it probably 

wouldn‟t be a bad idea to put 

the iPod down  every once 

and a while.■ 

NOTRE DAMENOTRE DAME  
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OPEN HOUSESOPEN HOUSESOPEN HOUSES   

   
OCTOBER 16   11:00-2:00 PM 

 

NOVEMBER 3     5:30—8:30 PM 

 

 

 

   

 

   YOUR FUTURE STARTS HERE 

Come cheer the green and the white, 

Salute the Dons of Notre Dame. 

Onward we go, our banners gleaming in the light, 

On to the goal, another victory‟s in sight. 

Our men are calling for victory, 

Come on, you Dons, and fight, fight, fight! 

Chorus: 

Go on and win, Dons of Notre Dame. 

Her glory acclaim, 

Honor those fighting men 

Who have striven for her fame. 

Pledge her your loyalty, 

Sing the praises of her name, 

Notre Dame, we‟re all for you, 

Come on, you Dons, and win this game! 

Fall Sports Schedule 
Friday, October 14, 2011 

7th Football Game vs. Marian Catholic (away) 

Service Trip Meeting during advisories 

7:00 AM - Varsity Gold vs. IHSA Golf State/Varsity 

5:00 PM - Sophomore Football vs. Marian Catholic 

7:30 PM - Varsity Football vs. Marian Catholic 

Saturday, October 15, 2011  

7:00 AM - Varsity Golf vs. IHSA Golf State/Varsity 

9:30 AM - Freshman Football vs. Marian Catholic 

8:00 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. ST. IGNATIOUS 

Sunday, October 16, 2011 

2:10 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. MOUNT CARMEL 

Monday, October 17, 2011 

4:30 PM - Freshman Football vs. Niles North 

Parents Association Meeting ( 7 pm) 

8:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. SKATE WITH THE DONS 

8:00 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. SKATE WITH THE DONS 

Tuesday, October 18, 2011 

5:40 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. ST. VIATOR 

8:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. ST. RITA 

Friday, October 21, 2011 

5:00 PM - Sophomore Football vs. St. Patrick 

7:30 PM - Varsity Football vs. St. Patrick 

Saturday, October 22, 2011 

8:30 AM - Freshman Football vs. St. Patrick 

5:00 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. ST. RITA 

8:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. GUERIN PREP 

Sunday, October 23, 2011 

4:30 PM - JV Hockey vs. BR. RICE 

8:10 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. MAIN E 

Monday, October 24, 2011 

Bowling Begins 

8:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. MAIN E 

Tuesday, October 25, 2011 

8:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. ST. LAWRENCE 

7:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. CARMEL CATHOLIC 

8:00 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. FENWICK 

Sunday. October 30, 2011 

Freshman & Sophomore Football Awards 

3:30 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. ST. IGNATIOUS 

Monday, October 31, 2011 

8:00 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. CARMEL CATHOLIC 

Tuesday, November 01, 2011 

8:00 PM - JV Hockey vs. ST. IGNATIOUS 

Saturday, November 05, 2011 

7:55 PM - JV Hockey vs. ST. RITA 

8:00 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. BENET 

Monday, November 07, 2011 

Basketball & Wrestling Begins 

Wednesday, November 09, 2011 

Athletic Club Meeting (Library - 7 pm) 

Thursday, November 10, 2011 

7:20 PM - Varsity Hockey vs. CARMEL CATHOLIC 

 

GO         FIGHT        WIN 

Sitting Down with Coach  

Zak Wiatr 

By: Brandon Hinrichs ‘12  

Staff  Writer  

Focus: What can you tell us 

about your background? 

Coach Zak Wiatr: I graduated 

from Saint Juluana‟s in 2003. 

Then I graduated from Notre 

Dame College Prep in 2007 and 

from the University of Illinois 

in Champaign this year in 2011. 

I played cross country, wres-

tling, and track. I am a second 

lieutenant in the Air Force and I 

am going into the Intelligence 

Field. 

 

Focus: What made you decide 

on coaching for the Notre Dame 

cross country team? 

Wiatr: Coach Marty [the in-

tended original head coach] and 

I were friends. He wanted some 

help and he went into the police 

force in Wisconsin so I decided 

to take full responsibility with 

Coach John.  

 

Focus: What are your expecta-

tions for this year‟s cross coun-

try team? 

Wiatr: We are going to win 

conference for varsity level and 

try for freshmen and sopho-

mores. This has not been done 

in over 20 years. 

 

Focus: How have you pre-

pared our team? 

Wiatr: Every day after school 

we have practice. We train by 

running long distances in order 

to get everyone on the team 

ready to run races during 

meets. In addition to the run-

ning, I have provided the team 

with core workouts that are 

needed to help strengthen their 

conditioning. I have also ex-

plained to the team the impor-

tance of eating healthy foods, 

as this also makes a big differ-

ence in how well they run dur-

ing races. 

 

Focus: What are you most 

excited about for this season? 

Wiatr: I am excited to see 

how much work they put into 

practices and meets and to see 

how much their times drop. 

They will be running faster 

than they have all year. 

 

Focus: What sets Notre Dame 

apart from the rest? 

Wiatr: I chose Notre Dame 

because of open house and I 

wanted to be a part of the 

Notre Dame family again.■ 

T-shirts are now on sale! 

 

Italian Club t-shirts are now for 

sale for the low cost of $11 . So buy one for 

yourself, your family, and your friends before 

it is too late. 

 

 Contact Mrs. Faso for order information 

A.S.A.P. All orders are due no later than 

Tuesday November 1, 2011. No extra shirts 

will be ordered at that time, so be sure to or-

der yours today! E-mailed orders are accepted 

at FFaso@nddons.org. 

Ciao,  from the Italian Club! 
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     The 2010 Notre Dame Foot-

ball campaign did not exactly 

pan out the way that many 

hoped it would. The team ulti-

mately finished with a 5-5 re-

cord, losing to Maine South in 

the first round of the IHSA 

playoffs. A lot of good things 

have come from the program 

and from that cold day last Oc-

tober. This year's team hit the 

weight room with the guidance 

of alum Connor Flahive and 

better prepared themselves for 

the season at hand with a very 

focused and hardworking sum-

mer camp performance. 

     You can't help but feel ex-

cited to see this team go once 

you've been around the pro-

gram. When asked about this 

year's expectations, Coach Hen-

nessey responded, "Well, I ex-

pect this to be a hard-working, 

competitive team, upholding 

the traditions and values we've 

had as a football program; I 

expect us to be in the hunt for 

the conference title and to earn 

a state playoff bid." 

     When asked about the big-

gest difference between last 

year's team to this 

year's team, Coach 

stated, "I think we're a 

little faster, we are 

younger with the 

sophomores we have 

up. I think our skill 

position players are 

better. I think we'll be 

able to do some really 

good things with our 

skill players." Com-

menting on the sched-

ule, Coach stated, 

"Well, the good thing 

about our conference 

is, week in and week 

out you have good 

games, and in one re-

spect it's exciting and in one 

aspect it's anxiety-ridden be-

cause it's so tough and it's so 

intense; week in and week out 

it will be a big battle with 

every game we're playing, it's 

nice to have 5 homes games 

and you look forward to the 

challenge of playing a harder 

Schedule." 

     When asked of the team's 

biggest strength, Coach re-

sponded, "l think our biggest 

added that most of the holes 

will be filled with some of 

the younger players. 

Remarking the Sun-Times 

article on the teams' posi-

tioning for the season, 

"Anybody can be rated first; 

anybody can be rated last, 

you can change predictions 

at the drop of a hat. We 

would think what we're 

looking for as what are the 

rankings going to be at the 

end of the season. You can't 

worry too much about that, 

you've got to focus on the 

reality of playing games--

rankings are just someone's 

opinion." At the end of the 

day, though, Coach Hennes-

sey is correct in his assess-

ment of the ranking: it 

means nothing until they get 

out there and play. Hope-

fully, this season will bring 

about a state title for a team 

that's very hungry and eager 

to prove all their doubters 

wrong. ■ 

ND Football 2010 Review 

Caption 

strength has been over the 

summer and over practice is 

that [the players] have been 

very focused and worked 

hard. I think the attitude of 

the team is very very good. 

They've bought into whether 

it's been lifting, condition-

ing, practicing; they bought 

into the things we've tried to 

talk about and instill. I think 

it's one of the 

things we've 

talked a lot about 

that puts the team 

over the top in 

what we antici-

pate to be very 

tough, competi-

tive close 

games." Con-

cerning the direc-

tion of the pro-

gram come No-

vember, Coach 

asserted , "I see 

us being in the 

playoffs. I‟ll see 

us, if we can get 

there, I see 

us making a good 

run." Coach then 

Photo Credit Michael Erdelyi 

By: Jim Kurpie l  ‘12  

FOCUS Contributor  

Letter from the Editor 

     Welcome back to another 

year at ND.  I would like to 

introduce you to the first is-

sue of the FOCUS newspaper 

for the 2011-2012 school 

year.  As in years past, let me 

reiterate that this is your 

newspaper.  If you have a 

grievance or want your voice 

heard, please join me and 

others at the FOCUS in mak-

ing a difference.  In order to 

succeed, we must have con-

tributions not only from our 

staff writers and Mr. Mosca-

tello‟s journalism class, but 

also the general population of 

ND students.  

      We could always use 

more help.  If you are inter-

ested in helping the FOCUS, 

please do not hesitate to con-

tact me or the moderator, 

Miss Walchuk, with your 

suggestions and comments. 

     A special thank you to Mr. 

Moscatello, Miss Walchuk, 

and Mrs. Jones for all their 

help in producing this paper.  

See you next month. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Erdelyi, „13 

Think you have 

what it take to  

FOCUS? 

 
WE‟RE LOOKING FOR: 

WRITERS 

CARTOONISTS  

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

LAYOUT DESIGNERS 

STOP BY A MEETING 

AND FIND OUT WHAT 

WE‟RE ALL ABOUT 

 

Mondays. 2:30 pm. 

Room 405A. 

FOCUS Staff 2011-2012 
Notre Dame College Prep 

Faith. Scholarship. Service.  

 

Staff Writers          Layout Assistant           Editor-in-Chief 

ADAM CHIN „12      COLLIN WALSH „15        MICHAEL ERDELYI „13          

ERIC COLLINS „13                            

KYLE COLLINS „13                                         MODERATOR 

BRANDON HINRICHS „12             MISS SHELBY WALCHUK 

GERARD JUMANAN „15                

MICHAEL KLATT „15        

                 Connect with Us! 
 

                                          Focus@ndhsdons.orgFocus@ndhsdons.org  

 

Send us your sports pictures,  

submit articles, ads, club news, and more. 

We want to hear your questions, comments, and ideas!  

 

Photo Credit Michael Erdelyi 

FALL PLAY    FALL PLAY   FALL PLAY     

      DUMBO: RDUMBO: RETOLDETOLD 
Nov 4 7pm and 9:00 pm  

Nov 5 2pm, 7pm, 9pm 

Nov 6 2pm and 7pm 

Contact: Focus@ndhsdons.org 

The Blurry Vision 

     “The Blurry Vision is go-

ing to be a resource for stu-

dents to express themselves 

through the art of writing,” 

said Mike Welch, senior and 

coeditor of the new monthly 

literary magazine, The Blurry 

Vision. Released once in 

May, Vision is a culmination 

of artwork done by students 

throughout the year. The 

Blurry Vision, created and 

edited by three seniors: Mike 

Welch, Chris Ricciardi, and 

this reporter, is meant as a 

precursor to Vision, and a 

means for students to get 

feedback on unfinished or 

unedited short stories, poems, 

and creative nonfiction. 

     “Anyone can create some-

thing worthwhile and beauti-

ful,” continues Welch, “but 

The Blurry Vision will give 

students a way to showcase 

it.” Unlike Vision, The 

Blurry Vision will feature 

only written artwork, and 

will be printed entirely in 

black and white. All work 

submitted will be published, 

so long as the content is ap-

propriate. Certain works 

from The Blurry Vision will 

also eventually be published 

in Vision, the idea being that 

the artistic “vision” becomes 

more focused as it travels 

from one creative outlet to 

the next. 

     If any students are inter-

ested, works can be sent to 

theblurryvision@gmail.com. 

In addition to short stories, 

poems, and creative nonfic-

tion, the editors are also ask-

ing for simple cover art. Stu-

dents are encouraged to ask 

questions or provide feed-

back regarding the magazine, 

whether sent by email or 

spoken in person. ■ 

By: Josh Foley ‘12  

FOCUS Contributor  

$10 adults 

$5.00 students 

$3.00 children 

mailto:theblurryvision@gmail.com


remain the best indicators of 

future performance and that 

the SAT and other tests like it 

are designed to predict first 

year grades only. Research at 

many colleges and universi-

ties “illustrates the weak pre-

dictive ability of the SAT,” 

says FairTest, the National 

Center for Fair & Open Test-

ing. “One study at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania 

looked at the power of high 

school class rank and SAT I 

in predicting cumulative col-

lege GPAs. Researchers 

found that the SAT I was by 

far the weakest predictor, 

explaining only 4% of the 

variation in college grades… 

By far the most useful tool 

proved to be class rank, 

which predicted 9.3% of the 

changes in cumulative 

GPAs.” According to Front-

line, “Advocates [of the tests] 

say that standardized tests are 

the most objective and accu-

rate assessments of students‟ 

knowledge and skills. By 

creating norm groups or 

specific criteria to which 

students are compared, they 

say, test makers can measure 

each student's abilities with 

precision.” “Critics say that 

test-making is far from a 

perfect science. Tests may 

contain errors, making re-

sults inconclusive. Further-

more, they say, a test's stan-

dard error of measurement 

may be large enough to 

throw into question the use 

of the results.” 

     It has been conclusively 

proven that standardized 

tests such as the SAT cannot 

accurately predict a high 

school student‟s future per-

formance in college. While 

they measure a student‟s 

aptitude in the specific sub-

jects it is designed to meas-

ure, it cannot measure more 

general subjects such as the 

educational prowess of a 

school. A viable alternative 

Page 5 Features 

may be found in “good 

teacher observation, docu-

mentation of student work, 

and performance-based as-

sessment, all of which in-

volve the direct evaluation of 

student effort on real learning 

tasks, provide useful material 

for teachers, parents, the 

community and the govern-

ment.”(FairTest). While they 

may not be necessarily accu-

rate, standardized tests are 

part of America‟s educational 

culture, and probably will be 

for many years to come.■ 

October, 2011 

Do Standardized Tests Really Work? 
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     Every high school student 

in the United States is re-

quired to take some form of 

standardized test in their aca-

demic career. Many people 

simply accept that tests like 

the SAT can accurately gauge 

how well a particular student 

will do in college. However, 

studies show that these tests 

may not predict future per-

formance. Primarily, while it 

has been shown that stan-

dardized tests are capable of 

measuring things they are 

designed to measure, namely 

specific academic subjects, 

there are certain things that 

they just cannot measure, 

such as a student‟s motiva-

tion and creativity, or how 

well a school is educating its 

students. Many companies 

who produce the tests have 

admitted that previous grades 

     Homecoming was quite a 

blast this year. This year, it 

happened on Saturday, Octo-

ber 1st, from 7 to 10 pm. With 

its fanciful decorations and 

abundant guests, the dance was 

rocking all night long. The 

theme this year was “Party in 

the USA”. With the US flags 

flying around and the red, 

white, and blue streamers, the 

theme was put to great effect. 

Even though the dance was 3 

hours, the time flew by fast 

and the Dons and their dates 

had a great time. The dance 

floor was packed, the music 

was loud, and overall it was 

just crazy, plain fun. Hopefully 

next year will 

be just as 

good. ■ 

Dons Celebrate Homecoming 2011 
By: Gerard Jumanan ‘15  

Staff  Writer  

By: Kyle Col l ins ‘13  

Staff  Writer  

Don’t forget! 

 

ALL SCHOOL 

MASS 

 
Tuesday, October 18 

9:30 am 

Students, Faculty Honor 9/11 First 

Responders 
     On Friday, September 9th 

the Notre Dame College Prep 

Community gathered to 

honor the heroism of emer-

gency first responders. Local 

fire fighters, police officers, 

paramedics, nurses, etc. from 

Chicago and the north & 

northwest suburbs  were in-

vited to join in this tribute, 

proudly displaying their dress 

uniforms. NDCP‟s President 

Rev. John Smyth and Execu-

tive President Rev. Raymond 

Klees presided over what 

turned out to be a meaningful 

and reverent Mass. Many 

thanks to those who attended, 

to Fathers Smyth and Klees, 

and—of course—to our first 

responders. ■   
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