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 Fr. Smyth 

Our Enrollment team has done an excellent job and we have had approximately 280 young men from 
the Chicago metropolitan area taking our entrance test.  The Class of 2017! 

On a sadder note, we lost three Holy Cross Fathers, a Holy Cross Brother and a lay teacher over these 
past few months:  Rev. Bill Brinker, CSC;  Rev. Tom Tallarida, CSC;  Rev. George Kahle, CSC;  Br. Robert 
Ewald, CSC;  and Richard Balentine.  May they rest in peace. 

 The years continue to fly and it is hard to believe that I will begin my 6th year as President of Notre 
Dame College Prep.  There are still so many projects that need to be accomplished.  Please, I 
encourage you to continue to support our efforts and cooperate in the sustenance of Notre Dame!

Through Our Lady, Notre Dame,

Rev. John P. Smyth
President

Managing Editor:  Teresa Connelly 
Contributors: Dick Allegretti ‘73, Sharon Angelini, Shay Boyle, Rev. Richard Conyers, CSC, Teresa Connelly, 
Tom Connelly, Jack Gerkan ‘62, Amelia Hanrahan, Skip Lawson ‘71, Lifetouch Photographers, Ray Neihengen, ‘62, 
Monica Peterson,  Rev. John P. Smyth

Cover:  Emmett O’Malley ‘17

Don Alums:  Register for the Alumni Online Community! 
Use the 10-digit number near your name and address on the 
back of the Legacy to register for the Donslink online community 
at www.nddons.org/alumni. Follow the login procedure for 
First Time Login and use the 10-digit code. Questions? Contact 
847.779.8614.
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In This Issue
4-5   
Dons Begin New 
iPad Era

Dear Notre Dame Family, 

These are busy times at Notre Dame 
College Prep!   The “Dons” keep striving 
for excellence in athletics, academics and 
service.  These young men represent daily, 
the pride and traditions of Notre Dame.   

Thanks to our capital campaign donors, 
we will put into operation an iPad program 
for the 2013-14 school year.  There was 
a great deal of work done to upgrade 
our technology.  We are excited that this 
program has begun.  Parents are looking 
forward to a more cost effective education 
and our young men will have an advanced 
and expanded educational experience.  
The Faculty has already begun iPad 
preparation and believe it or not I have 
purchased an iPad to see if this old dog can 
learn some new tricks! 
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Dons Begin New iPad Era   
by Teresa Connelly

The start of the 2013-2014 academic 
year marked the beginning of the iPad era at Notre Dame 
College Prep when the students in the Classes of 2015, 2016 
and 2017 began implementing the use of the Apple iPad 
with APPS to enhance their educational experience and as a 
cost savings for parents. 

 “As a college preparatory high school, we prepare 
our students for success in college and beyond. The 
iPads will provide opportunities for our students to be 
more productive digital citizens as they enter a global 
environment that assumes technology skills, and requires 
creativity and collaboration,” says Principal Dan Tully ‘94.

”We view the iPad program as a means of fulfilling our 
mission to provide an excellent college preparatory 
education and ensuring our students have the skills they 
need to succeed in today’s and tomorrow’s technology-
dependent society,” says Tully.

Since November 2012, all the teachers received iPads and 
began ongoing professional development and training. 

“Our teachers have been working to become more familiar 
with ways that they and their students can use iPads to 
further develop skills in a variety of ways. Each day we find 

new ways that students can demonstrate their learning, and 
teachers can share instruction,” says Tully. 

 “We have taken a measured approach so our students and 
teachers can derive the best academic benefits while using 
the latest technology,” Tully adds. 

NDCP’s technology committee worked with its academic 
team to conduct a thorough search and concluded that the 
Apple iPad device offers the best option in terms of software 
and hardware options available. The iPad is easy to use, 
provides a wide-range of apps to allow the students robust 
visual, audio and sensory learning opportunities. Currently, 
more than one million iPads are in use in high school and 
colleges throughout the United States. Students are required 
to have an iPad with a minimum of 16GB of memory. 

The price of the iPad is offset by savings in reduced 
textbook and other supply costs over a student’s NDCP 
career. Most of the digital textbooks that Notre Dame will 
use this year cost between $7.00 and $20.00, a significant 
savings over the typical cost of hardcover texts. Other 
required resources that are available through free apps 
including many maps, many summer and novel reading 
titles, primary resources such as the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, the Student Bible, the 
Merriam Webster Dictionary and many world language 
dictionaries. In addition to serving as a computer device, the 
iPad has two cameras for video and photography, an audio 
recorder, microphone and a video player. 
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Integrating more technology 
into the Notre Dame College 
Prep classrooms will better 
prepare students for college 
and beyond. 

“Technology is the pen and 
paper of today and plays a 
huge role in the lives of our 
students. Papers, presentations, 
discussions, and research are 
all being done using digital 
tools and the internet.  As a 
college prep school, one of Notre Dame’s main goals is 
to provide our students with the skills to be successful in 
college. From the moment they fill out the online college 
application, they will use technology,” says Herman. 

“According to Campus Technology 45% of college students 
today have taken an online course, and the number 
continues to grow, therefore it is vital that we provide our 
students with opportunities to work with technology so that 
they become comfortable working and learning with digital 
tools.  Also, in 2012 Secretary of State Arne Duncan advised 
that ‘We need to transition to digital learning in the next five 
years.’ Notre Dame’s 1:1 initiative puts our students on the 
path to success as technology will continue to play a role in 
their lives, not only now but in the future as well,” she adds.

To lessen the anxiety and confusion about the new initiative 
and to receive an overview of Notre Dame’s Acceptable 
Use Policy, all students using iPads this school year were 
required to participate in mandatory technology training 
sessions in the summer. 

“By having the students come in for a quick session during 
the summer  they were able to get their student emails setup, 
connect their iPads to the new WiFi network, and download 
some apps so that they are ready to go on the first day of 
school,” says Herman.

While students in the Class of 2014 were not mandated to 
use iPads, if they choose to do so they were required to 
participate in tech sessions too. The administration did not 
make iPad technology required for the Class of 2014 since it 
was felt that would place an undue burden on those students 
and their families during their last year at NDCP. 
A part of the tech sessions was devoted to reinforcing the 
importance of creating and maintaining a positive digital 
footprint.

“No longer can we limit our focus to developing model 
citizens in the physical world, we must educate our students 
on how to be a positive presence in cyberspace as well.  A 
model digital citizen is one who knows what is right and 
wrong, exhibits intelligent curiosity, and makes good choices 
when interacting with people online.  I tell the boys, ‘If you 
wouldn’t say it face to face, don’t say it in cyberspace,’” says 
Herman. 

Teaching the students to use the technology responsibly and 
effectively is creating an energized learning environment 
through Notre Dame College Prep.

 “Personally, I am very excited to be a part of this new 
initiative at Notre Dame. Technology opens up the world to 
our students in a way that no other medium has in the past, 
and its impact will only be limited by our imaginations - just 
imagine the possibilities!,” says Herman. 

new ways that students can demonstrate their learning, and 
teachers can share instruction,” says Tully. 

 “We have taken a measured approach so our students and 
teachers can derive the best academic benefits while using 
the latest technology,” Tully adds. 

NDCP’s technology committee worked with its academic 
team to conduct a thorough search and concluded that the 
Apple iPad device offers the best option in terms of software 
and hardware options available. The iPad is easy to use, 
provides a wide-range of apps to allow the students robust 
visual, audio and sensory learning opportunities. Currently, 
more than one million iPads are in use in high school and 
colleges throughout the United States. Students are required 
to have an iPad with a minimum of 16GB of memory. 

The price of the iPad is offset by savings in reduced 
textbook and other supply costs over a student’s NDCP 
career. Most of the digital textbooks that Notre Dame will 
use this year cost between $7.00 and $20.00, a significant 
savings over the typical cost of hardcover texts. Other 
required resources that are available through free apps 
including many maps, many summer and novel reading 
titles, primary resources such as the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, the Student Bible, the 
Merriam Webster Dictionary and many world language 
dictionaries. In addition to serving as a computer device, the 
iPad has two cameras for video and photography, an audio 
recorder, microphone and a video player. 

The NDCP building has been readied for this new 
technology. The network infrastructure was completely 
replaced with new cabling, access points, and a new system 
for coordinating access. Internet access bandwidth was 
increased to 100 mbps from just 10 a few months ago. It is 
now possible for teachers to project from their iPads onto 
classroom projectors in every classroom. Charging stations 
are available in limited areas and soon a system will be 
ready so that printing is available too.

To assist with training and upgrades Deanna Herman 
was hired as the new Director of Educational Technology. 
She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Governor’s 
State University and Master’s in Educational Technology 
Degree from Northern Illinois University.  A certified LAN 
administrator, Herman has worked in education for the last 
17 years in positions that involve using and incorporating 
technology in the school environment, such as running a 
computer lab, designing and maintaining websites, working 
with audio visual, and integrating Web 2.0 applications and 
digital tools into the curriculum and classroom.

In addition to Herman, the Technology team is comprised 
of Margaret Boylan, who continues as the Technology 
Curriculum Specialist and the Business and Technology 
Teacher, and Thomas McCormick, who continues as the 
Information Technology Specialist.  

”Everyone has worked hard to make this rollout smooth 
and we will continue to work together to make sure the 
integration of these devices has a positive impact on the 
learning environment at Notre Dame,” says Herman.

09589 _Page Sec1:5 _ 8/19/2013 _ 11:13 AM



N
e

w
s

A
d

v
a

n
c

e
m

e
n

t

The NDCP Annual Fund.  
Honor Our History.  
Join Our Vision.
Make a gift today with the envelope in this Legacy issue or online 
at www.nddons.org.

Your gift will go into action immediately.  Dollars are used to 
improve the experience at every turn for current Dons.  We invest 
in the property, the teachers, technology, and equipment for the 
more than 820 young men here.   Philanthropic gifts also help 
struggling families with tuition aid awards.  We simply cannot 
offer the best resources to the students without your help, our 
extended family.   Tuition does not cover the cost of the education 
we deliver in the classroom and on the field.  

Please count Notre Dame among the charities you support every 
year with a gift large or small.  The school is fortunate to have so 
many of you give back and we know it.

Here is a little known fact.  Your voice is as important as charitable 
dollars are to the school.

Make a contribution to grow enrollment…Tell a friend 
or a neighbor about your experience at Notre Dame. 

Inspire current students to dream…

Participate in Career Day Spring 2014.
For more information or for other ways to stay involved 
contact the Office of Advancement at 847-779-8610 or visit 
www.nddons.org.

Your talent, your gifts, your voice fuels the traditions at Notre 
Dame College Prep

Annual Fund.  Honor our History. Join our Vision. 

Annual Sponsorship 
Program
NDCP is launching an Annual Sponsorship 
Program in 2013. This program will benefit 
sponsors by extending their company 
name/logo/website and contact information 
to the entire NDCP community. Some 12,000 
alums, friends of NDCP, current parents 
and local businesses will be exposed to 
companies and friends that support the 
NDCP mission. We will be listing our annual 
sponsors in various NDCP publications, at 
specific events and on signage inside and 
outside of the school. There are many more 
benefits to the program so please contact 
Dick Allegretti ‘73 for more information.

Golf Building 
Dedicated
On April 13, the Beckman-Weldon Golf 
Building was dedicated in honor of longtime 
Head Golf Coach Bob Beckman (right) and 
the late Larry Weldon ‘01, who was the first 
Don to reach the state finals in Golf when 
he was a senior. His parents Larry (left) 
and Barb (center) are pictured with Coach 
Beckman. Many alumni and friends helped 
make this building a reality. It features 
indoor practice bays as well as a golf 
simulator so students can practice all year.

Located outside the Chapel in 
the Holy Cross wing, this elevator 
(under construction) will enable 
better accessibility to the Fine 
Arts Center and third floor areas 
for our students, faculty, staff and 
visitors with disabilities and is in 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
compliance.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge our 
Notre Dame College Prep 

Annual Sponsors 

Acierno Dental 
Dr. Michael Acierno ‘90, Dr. Alan Acierno ‘93 

 
 
 

Althoff Industries  
Tom Les ‘71 

 
 

Alumnus ‘62 
 
 
 

 DaPrato Rigali  
Bob Rigali’76, John Rigali ’77,  

Mike Rigali ’79 & Luke Rigali ’10 

 
 
 

Flood Brothers Disposal / Recycling 
Robert Flood ‘66, Kevin Flood ‘69,  

Raymond Flood ‘70, Brian Flood ‘75, Michael Flood ‘78, 
 Thomas Flood ‘78, James Flood ‘83, Daniel Flood ‘89,  

Michael Flood ‘01,  Robert Flood ‘07 

 
 
 

The Locallo Family  
Dan Locallo ’70, Kevin Locallo ‘03 

 
 
 

North Shore Community Bank 
 
 
 

Norwood Consulting  
John Zei ‘62 
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Endowed 
Scholarship
Each year, interest generated from 
endowed scholarships is used 
to fund scholarships for students 
at Notre Dame College Prep. A 
scholarship fund is considered 
fully endowed at the $100,000 
level. However, donors can 
begin the endowed scholarship 
process by donating $25,000 
(1/4 endowed) or $50,000 (1/2 
endowed) as well. Again, interest 
generated by these partially 
funded endowed scholarships is 
used to fund scholarships each 
year at NDCP. The following is a list 
of scholarships which have been 
endowed at the various levels.

Michael D. Brennan ‘65 Scholarship

Jack Burke Memorial Scholarship

David Callero ‘75 Memorial 
Scholarship

Bill Casey Memorial Scholarship

DiMaria Family Scholarship

The Esper/LiPera Family 
Scholarship

Marge and Gene Faut Annual 
Scholarship

Albert A. and John C. Hoffman, SJ 
Scholarship

Kahle Family Scholarship

Kevin McCann ‘99 Memorial 
Scholarship

Ed McCaskey Scholarship

Tim McCaskey ’63 Scholarship

Mildred McHugh Scholarship

David and Benette Pauluzzi ‘79 
Scholarship

Polish Heritage Endowed/Rev. John 
P. Smyth Scholarship

Stephen J. Puisis ’80 Memorial 
Scholarship

Ritten Scholarship

Stroot–Stein Family Scholarship

Larry Weldon ‘04 Golf Scholarship

Coach Joe Yonto Scholarship

John and Marguerite Zei 
Scholarship

Anyone wishing to establish an 
Endowed Scholarship fund or for 
more information, please contact 
Dick Allegretti ‘73, Director of 
Major Gifts, at 847.779.8643 or 
dallegretti@nddons.org.

77

“I look forward to your call or click on http://nddons.giftlegacy.com// for more information 
that can truly create peace for you and a personal gift for the Dons of Notre Dame,” says 
Skip Lawson ‘71.

Save the Date
Thursday, October 17 from 5-8 pm at Riggio’s 
7530 Oakton Street in Niles, Illinois 
847.898.3346    
For more information, visit www.nddons.org/riggios2013 
or contact Sharon Angelini at 847.779.8617 or 
sangelini@nddons.org
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Save the Date 
for next year’s Dinner Auction

March 29, 2014
at the Marriott Lincolnshire Resort

Watch for details 
in the coming months.

Donopoly Dinner 
Auction A Winner 
On April 20, 2013 the name of 
the game was DONOPOLY!  Our 
22nd Spirit of Notre Dame Din-
ner Auction was a huge success.  
Despite the flooded streets that 
evening, about 380 people filled 
the Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt 
Regency O’Hare, in Rosemont.   
They entered our Donopoly 

game (complete with a Jail), and were welcomed by our 
celebrity MC, Val Warner, of ABC’s Windy City Live, whose 
sparkling personality added to the excitement of the 
evening.   Guests were dazzled by both silent and live auc-
tions, and a variety of raffles and games.  After a fabulous 
dinner, the evening was capped off with dancing to the 
Motown sounds of The Moods, and fun photos in our photo 
booth. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to, worked on, and 
attended DONOPOLY, making it a huge success.  A special 
thank you goes to our Dinner Auction Co-chairs, Kathy 
Ernst (Ryan ’10), and Cathy Solita (Joey ’12).  These two 
alumni moms advanced their tokens to GO, and worked 
tirelessly on every detail.

Congratulations to the winner of our $10,000 Cash Raffle, 
Beverly Nielsen (Grandmother of Justin Gocal ‘11), and 
our tuition raffle winners, Joseph Sullivan ’16, Anthony 
Pontecore ’15, and Nicholas DeGryse ’16.  We are looking 
forward to our next Spirit of Notre Dame Dinner Auction, 
on March 29, 2014.  Save the date – we hope to see you 
there!
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Dons Honor U.S. 
Military Sacrifices
On Sunday, June 30, Notre 
Dame College Prep students, 
faculty, staff and coaches 
installed 3,344 American 
flags to represent the number 
of fatalities of the combined 
coalition forces (U.S., U.K 
and 27 other countries) in 
the Afghan conflict known 
as “Operation Enduring 

Freedom,” according to the Department of Defense website http://casualties.org/oef/ as of 
6/28/13.

Eighty-four rows of flags were installed in a grid system designed by NDCP Math teacher John 
Bachta who also directed the installation of the flags. The volunteers lined up and installed the 
flags in precise rows to represent each troop member. This memorial will serve as a reminder 
that “Freedom is not free.” The flags remained up through the July 4th weekend.

NDCP Garden 
Club
As a result of the super 
garden club start in the fall 
of 2012, there have been 
colorful and fragrant bulbs 
blooming in the spring 
and summer months of 
2013. Many thanks for 
the generous efforts and 
donations from faculty, 
staff, parents, and students 
involved. If you are 
interested in participating 
in the NDCP Garden 
Club, please contact Vera 
Braeseke at vera310@
yahoo.com. Thank you!

Burke Scholars Event
There is nothing more heartwarming than 
400 people coming together to support the 
young men of our Burke Scholars Program.  
That is exactly what happened on March 
2, 2013.  Notre Dame College Prep held 
the 4th annual Burke Scholars’ Fundraiser 
at the St. John Brebeuf Ministry Center, in 
Niles.  Friends and family of the program 
gathered for a beautiful Mass, in which 

the Burke Scholars participated by reading and singing.  Following Mass guests enjoyed 
both a silent auction and a raffle of nearly 100 beautiful baskets and a wonderful buffet 
dinner.   The highlight of the evening was a short program with speakers and videos that 
demonstrated the heart of the Burke Scholars Program.

Thank you to all who attended and donated to the event.  Over $50,000 was raised to help 
further the educational opportunities of the Burke Scholars.

The Burke Scholars Program provides an inclusive Catholic high school experience 
for young men with cognitive disabilities.  It is the only program of its kind in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and one of only ten such programs in the country.

The 2013-2014 school year will include ten Burke Scholar students.
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Some 2012-2013 ND Highlights
It was a great year for the Dons! Here are just SOME of the highlights 
from the 2012-2013 school year:
• The Bass Fishing Team placed 2nd in Sectionals and came in 3rd place at the State Championships (above)
•  Cross Country Team came in 3rd place at Regionals and went downstate as a team for the first time (above)
•  Over 300 Dons honored at recent Honors Assembly
•  Two track and field athletes made it to the State Finals 
•  A Don was named the ESCC’s Track & Field Athlete of the Year
•  Two Golfers qualified for the IHSA Sectionals
•  Varsity Basketball won Regionals (24-6) and won both the Lane Tech 
 Thanksgiving and Wheeling Christmas Tournaments
•  Hockey Team made it to the Final Four
•  Varsity Football Team made it to the Quarterfinals of the 6A IHSA Playoffs
•  Jugglers had great success with “The Outsiders” and “Sandlot”
•  3 Varsity Wrestlers and an alternate qualified for the State Finals
•  Track and Field team took 2nd in the conference
•  Sophomore/JV Wrestling Team were Conference Champs
•  Varsity Wrestlers won Regionals for the 3rd straight season
•  Seven members of the Speech team made it to Nationals (above)
•  Sophomore Volleyball Team went 8-0 and won the ESCC Championship
•  The Soccer team won the Shamrock Cup against St. Pat’s
•  National Latin Exam honors given to 14 Dons
•  Dons participated in the Harlan, Kentucky service trip and gave 
 thousands of hours of service to the local community    

•  Students participated in retreats such as Kairos

A message from the Enrollment Director Shay Boyle....
Hello Notre Dame Dons!   I hope you had a great summer. This past year was an  exciting one for Enrollment!  Notre Dame had 
record-breaking attendance figures at our annual Open Houses and for our Shadow Days.  Our Incoming Entrance Exam numbers 
also saw a big jump. We are excited to welcome to NDCP a large and talented group of incoming Dons to the Class of 2017 as well 
as many transfer students too!

Thank you for your continued support of Notre Dame’s enrollment efforts.  Many times, families contact us because of a connection 
they have to a Notre Dame Don at work, in schools, or in their neighborhoods.  Please continue to encourage any 8th graders that 
you may know to visit and attend Notre Dame.  There are so many exciting things happening at ND and I hope you will continue to 
come back and visit campus anytime.   

It has been great to see so many alumni sending their sons back to Notre Dame. This is a major priority for us and the key to Notre 
Dame’s continued success.  There is a new Legacy Tuition Discount of $500 for sons of ND alumni so please spread the word to all 
those that you know who have sons thinking about high school.  It is incredibly powerful to see our alumni Dons greet their sons on 
stage after they receive their diplomas at graduation!

This year’s first Open House is Sunday, October 13 from 11 am to 2 pm and the second Open House is Thursday, November 7 from 
5:30-8:30 pm. Our Incoming Freshman Entrance Exam is Saturday, January 11 at 8 am.

 Please contact me at sboyle@nddons.org or 847.779.8616 if I can ever be of any assistance to you! Go Dons!

Dons Honor U.S. 
Military Sacrifices
On Sunday, June 30, Notre 
Dame College Prep students, 
faculty, staff and coaches 
installed 3,344 American 
flags to represent the number 
of fatalities of the combined 
coalition forces (U.S., U.K 
and 27 other countries) in 
the Afghan conflict known 
as “Operation Enduring 

Freedom,” according to the Department of Defense website http://casualties.org/oef/ as of 
6/28/13.

Eighty-four rows of flags were installed in a grid system designed by NDCP Math teacher John 
Bachta who also directed the installation of the flags. The volunteers lined up and installed the 
flags in precise rows to represent each troop member. This memorial will serve as a reminder 
that “Freedom is not free.” The flags remained up through the July 4th weekend.

Bass Fishing Team Cross Country Team Speech Team

Sam Ferri ‘16 got an RBI single 
in the USA Baseball 15U National 
Team’s 6-1 gold medal winning 
victory over Cuba at the COPABE 
Pan American Championships in 
August. Ferri is one of 20 players 
to make the team which finished 
the tournament 8-0!

For specific names, visit www.nddons.org/highlights1213
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Class of 2013 Highlights:
• 18 student-athletes to play sports in   
 college/university

• 20 students were named Illinois State   
 Scholars

• 30 student-athletes received IHSA   
 Scholastic Achievement Awards

• 31 students wore gold Honors Pendants   
 for having achieved GPAs of 3.8 or higher  
 for the first seven semesters

Several National and Community awards 
were bestowed on members of the Class 
of 2013 including: 

United States Marine Corps Scholastic 
Excellence Award - Peter Lajewski

United States Marine Corps 
Distinguished Athlete Award - 
Sean Heneghan

United States Marine Corps Semper 
Fidelis Award - Frank Patzke

United States Army Scholars Award - 
Matthew Mooney

Class of 2013 Commences, Receives Nearly $10 
million in Scholarship Offers  by Teresa Connelly

Notre Dame College Prep held its 56th Commencement Exercises for the Class of 
2013 on May 25 in the school’s gymnasium at 7655 West Dempster Street in Niles, 
Illinois. Family and friends of the 170 students gathered to celebrate their outstanding 
accomplishments and to wish them good luck in the years to come. The class received 
nearly $10 million in scholarship and grants from colleges and universities.

One highlight of the graduation day was the rousing applause that Ryan Burke received. 
He is the first student to graduate from the Anne and Edward Burke Scholars Program for 
students with mild to moderate developmental delays. Since he began attending NDCP, 
the program has grown to ten students. Named for Illinois Supreme Court Justice Anne 
Burke and her husband Chicago Alderman Edward Burke, the program is the only one 
of its kind in the Chicago Archdiocese and one of only ten similar programs at Catholic 
high schools in the United States. Ryan Burke (no relation) will attend Elmhurst College 
in the fall.

Another highlight was the applause that Daniel Hyde was given upon receiving his 
diploma. Throughout the 2012-2013 school year, Hyde was being treated for Hodgkins 
Lymphona. He is in remission now and received a scholarship to play baseball at Oakton 
Community College in the fall.

The Commencement speaker was Class of 1997 alumnus Danny Pudi. He stars in the 
NBC-TV hit comedy “Community.” Pudi acknowledged that he was a bit of a handful 
when he attended ND but because of people like Athletic Director and Head Football 
Coach Mike Hennessey, Assistant AD and Head Wrestling Coach Augie Genovesi, Sr. 
Carol Cerniak and Carol Lee Barry, he was able to channel his energy to more positive 
endeavors such as leading the pep rallies at school. With this encouragement, Pudi 
was able to move on to Marquette University and then to Second City Improv classes 
and eventually make it to Hollywood and a career in acting. During his speech, he 
encouraged the students to stay true to themselves and to reach for the stars. 

 “You can dream. You can dream big … you can dream 
weird. You can make your weird dreams happen,” 
Pudi said.
Also at the Graduation, Patrick Adrian delivered the Valedictory speech having attained 
a 4.63 GPA out of 4.0 over the past four years.

“In this speech the only piece of advice I want to give is that everyone here should 
remember where they came from. Notre Dame is a second home for most of us. The key 
to being successful outside of this school is to use what was taught here. Four years is a 
really short time, yet the four years I have been here have affected the rest of my life. I 
will be a Don forever. And I know that the same is true for everyone here,” said Patrick 
Adrian who will be studying Physics at the University of Iowa in the fall.

The Class of 2013 received nearly $10 million in scholarship and grant offers and 
members of the class were accepted to some of the most prestigious universities and 
colleges in the country.

Special awards that were recognized at the graduation included:

VALEDICTORIAN - Patrick John Adrian
SALUTATORIAN - Peter Joseph Lajewski
OUTSTANDING SENIOR STUDENT ATHLETE AWARD - Dion Julian Ursino
KEVIN A. RAPACZ MEMORIAL LEADERSHIP AWARD - Dion Julian Ursino
FAITH, SCHOLARSHIP AND SERVICE AWARD - Patrick John Adrian
GENTLEMAN OF MARY AWARD - Kevin Donald Mueller

In addition to the awards given to students, there were awards given by the Alumni 
Association. The Rev. Joseph Stroot, CSC Award was given to Teresa Connelly, Director 
of Communications and mother of Brendan ’08, Keenan ’12 and Liam ’15; and to Joseph 
Jummati ’88, President Emeritus of the Alumni Association. Both awards acknowledge 
the dedication of the recipients to the Alumni and school communities. The James 
d’Autremont, CSC Award was given by the faculty and staff to fellow staff member Bob 
Beckman, who is the Manager of Operations and longtime Head Golf Coach. This award 
is presented by the faculty and staff to a fellow colleague for their devotion to NDCP.

Eight alumni are fathers of 2013 graduates including: Erik J. Christoffel ’83; Daniel A. 
Delahanty ’82; Dennis M. Dragon ’86; Kevin P. Heneghan ’81; Patrick G. Kohl ’83; John P. 
O’Grady ’84; Thomas M. Sommers ’84; and Louis S. Varzino ’77.

Valedictorian Patrick Adrian and Principal 
Dan Tully ‘94,  photo left and Ryan Burke, photo 
right
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Danny Pudi ‘97

Commencement speaker Danny Pudi ‘97

Arizona State University
Ball State University
Baylor University
Bellarmine University
Benedictine University
Boise State University
 Bowling Green State University
Bradley University
Butler University
Carroll University (Wisconsin)
Carthage College
Harry S. Truman College
Wilbur Wright College
Central Michigan University
Clemson University
Coe College
College of Lake County
College of the Holy Cross
Colorado State University
Columbia College Chicago
Concordia University–River Forest
Cornell College
Coyne American Institute
Culver-Stockton College
DePaul University
DePauw University
Dominican University
Drake University
Drexel University
Eastern Illinois University
Eastern Kentucky University
Eastern Michigan University
Eckerd College
Edinboro University of   
 Pennsylvania
Elmhurst College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical   
 University–AZ
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical   
 University–FL
Emory & Henry College
Emory University
Ferris State University
Florida Atlantic University
Fordham University
Franciscan University of   
 Steubenville
Franklin College Switzerland
Goucher College

Grinnell College
Guilford College
Hampshire College
Hofstra University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Illinois State University
Illinois Wesleyan University
Indiana State University
Indiana University at Bloomington
Iowa State University
John Carroll University
Kansas State University
Kent State University
Kirkwood Community College
Lake Forest College
Lake Superior State University
Lewis University
Loras College
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University New Orleans
Marian University
Marquette University
Miami University, Oxford
Michigan State University
Millikin University
Minnesota State University,   
 Mankato
Mississippi State University
Monmouth College
North Central College
North Dakota State University
North Park University
Northeastern Illinois University
Northern Illinois University
Northern Michigan University
Northwestern University
Oakton Community College
Ohio University
Otis College of Art and Design
Parkland College
Pennsylvania State University,  
 University Park
Pratt Institute
Purdue University
Quincy University
Regis University
Roosevelt University
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology
Saint Louis University
Saint Mary’s University of 
Minnesota
Saint Xavier University

School of the Art Institute
 of Chicago 
Seattle University
Southern Illinois University,   
 Carbondale 
Southwest Minnesota State   
 University
Spring Hill College
St. Ambrose University
St. Cloud State University
St. Norbert College
State University of New York at  
 Albany
Stetson University
Stonehill College
The Ohio State University
The University of Iowa
The University of Tampa
The University of Texas, Austin
Trinity Christian College
Triton College
Truman State University
United States Air Force Academy
United States Coast Guard Academy 
Universal Technical Institute
University at Buffalo
The State University of New York
University of California at Davis
University of California at San Diego
University of Chicago
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Colorado at Colorado  
 Springs
University of Dayton
University of Delaware 
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Illinois at Urbana- 
 Champaign

2013 College 
Acceptances

University of Kansas
University of Louisville
University of Massachusetts,   
 Dartmouth
University of Minnesota, 
 Twin Cities
University of Missouri at Columbia
University of Nebraska at Lincoln
University of Nebraska at Omaha
University of New Mexico
University of North Dakota
University of Portland
University of Southern California
University of Southern Mississippi
University of the Ozarks
University of Toledo
University of Utah
University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse
University of Wisconsin, Madison
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
University of Wisconsin, Platteville
University of Wisconsin,   
 Whitewater
University of Wyoming
Valparaiso University
VanderCook College of Music
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and  
 State University
Weber State University
West Virginia University
Western Illinois University
Western State Colorado University
Winona State University
Xavier University

Class of 2013 Commences, Receives Nearly $10 
million in Scholarship Offers  by Teresa Connelly

Notre Dame College Prep held its 56th Commencement Exercises for the Class of 
2013 on May 25 in the school’s gymnasium at 7655 West Dempster Street in Niles, 
Illinois. Family and friends of the 170 students gathered to celebrate their outstanding 
accomplishments and to wish them good luck in the years to come. The class received 
nearly $10 million in scholarship and grants from colleges and universities.

One highlight of the graduation day was the rousing applause that Ryan Burke received. 
He is the first student to graduate from the Anne and Edward Burke Scholars Program for 
students with mild to moderate developmental delays. Since he began attending NDCP, 
the program has grown to ten students. Named for Illinois Supreme Court Justice Anne 
Burke and her husband Chicago Alderman Edward Burke, the program is the only one 
of its kind in the Chicago Archdiocese and one of only ten similar programs at Catholic 
high schools in the United States. Ryan Burke (no relation) will attend Elmhurst College 
in the fall.

Another highlight was the applause that Daniel Hyde was given upon receiving his 
diploma. Throughout the 2012-2013 school year, Hyde was being treated for Hodgkins 
Lymphona. He is in remission now and received a scholarship to play baseball at Oakton 
Community College in the fall.

The Commencement speaker was Class of 1997 alumnus Danny Pudi. He stars in the 
NBC-TV hit comedy “Community.” Pudi acknowledged that he was a bit of a handful 
when he attended ND but because of people like Athletic Director and Head Football 
Coach Mike Hennessey, Assistant AD and Head Wrestling Coach Augie Genovesi, Sr. 
Carol Cerniak and Carol Lee Barry, he was able to channel his energy to more positive 
endeavors such as leading the pep rallies at school. With this encouragement, Pudi 
was able to move on to Marquette University and then to Second City Improv classes 
and eventually make it to Hollywood and a career in acting. During his speech, he 
encouraged the students to stay true to themselves and to reach for the stars. 

 “You can dream. You can dream big … you can dream 
weird. You can make your weird dreams happen,” 
Pudi said.
Also at the Graduation, Patrick Adrian delivered the Valedictory speech having attained 
a 4.63 GPA out of 4.0 over the past four years.

“In this speech the only piece of advice I want to give is that everyone here should 
remember where they came from. Notre Dame is a second home for most of us. The key 
to being successful outside of this school is to use what was taught here. Four years is a 
really short time, yet the four years I have been here have affected the rest of my life. I 
will be a Don forever. And I know that the same is true for everyone here,” said Patrick 
Adrian who will be studying Physics at the University of Iowa in the fall.

The Class of 2013 received nearly $10 million in scholarship and grant offers and 
members of the class were accepted to some of the most prestigious universities and 
colleges in the country.

Special awards that were recognized at the graduation included:

VALEDICTORIAN - Patrick John Adrian
SALUTATORIAN - Peter Joseph Lajewski
OUTSTANDING SENIOR STUDENT ATHLETE AWARD - Dion Julian Ursino
KEVIN A. RAPACZ MEMORIAL LEADERSHIP AWARD - Dion Julian Ursino
FAITH, SCHOLARSHIP AND SERVICE AWARD - Patrick John Adrian
GENTLEMAN OF MARY AWARD - Kevin Donald Mueller

In addition to the awards given to students, there were awards given by the Alumni 
Association. The Rev. Joseph Stroot, CSC Award was given to Teresa Connelly, Director 
of Communications and mother of Brendan ’08, Keenan ’12 and Liam ’15; and to Joseph 
Jummati ’88, President Emeritus of the Alumni Association. Both awards acknowledge 
the dedication of the recipients to the Alumni and school communities. The James 
d’Autremont, CSC Award was given by the faculty and staff to fellow staff member Bob 
Beckman, who is the Manager of Operations and longtime Head Golf Coach. This award 
is presented by the faculty and staff to a fellow colleague for their devotion to NDCP.

Eight alumni are fathers of 2013 graduates including: Erik J. Christoffel ’83; Daniel A. 
Delahanty ’82; Dennis M. Dragon ’86; Kevin P. Heneghan ’81; Patrick G. Kohl ’83; John P. 
O’Grady ’84; Thomas M. Sommers ’84; and Louis S. Varzino ’77.

Danny Pudi plays the character Abed 
on the show which is set in a local 
community college. He grew up on the 
south and northwest sides of Chicago. 
Pudi graduated from Marquette 
University, where he was the recipient of 
the inaugural Chris Farley Scholarship. 
He studied improv at Second City 
Chicago’s Conservatory program and 
is a founding member of Siblings of 
Doctors, a trio of Indian-American 
comics that perform sketch comedy 
and improv at various comedy festivals 
around the country. Pudi has numerous 
stage, television and movie credits 
including the upcoming independent 
film “Thunder Geniuses,” from director 
Michael Clancy. Pudi lives in Los Angeles 
with his wife Bridget and they are parents 
to 15-month-old twins James and Fiona.
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21 Alumni Scholarships 
Awarded
Thank you to all those who contributed to the 
Alumni Association’s events throughout the past 
year. This year’s scholarships of $1,500 each 
were awarded to 21 students for the 2013-2014 
school year.

Alumni Profile:  
Christopher John Swift ‘79
by Arlene Zoeller

Alumni-Senior Breakfast Featured Speakers 
Pat McCaskey ‘67 & Adam Jahns ‘01
Notre Dame College Prep alumni Pat McCaskey ‘67 (left) and Adam Jahns ‘01 (lower 
left) spoke to the Class of 2013 and other fellow alumni at the annual Alumni-Senior 
Breakfast on April 26, 2013. McCaskey is the Director of Special Projects for the 
Chicago Bears and one of eight McCaskey brothers to attend the high school for 
young men. Jahns cover the Chicago Bears for the Chicago Sun-Times and is one of 
three Jahns brothers to go to NDCP.

There were also a number of other alumni (pictured below) who attended the 
breakfast including (in alphabetical order):

Dick Allegretti ‘73; Lawrence A. Amidei ‘68; John P. Bamber ‘67; Paul A. Basbagill 
‘60; Matthew T. Berrafato ‘76; Matthew Bogusz ‘05; Michael D. Brennan ‘65; Patrick E. 
Cummings ‘73; Daniel J. Cusack ‘82; Dan DeFranza ‘90; Daniel P. DiMaria ‘85; John 
Draths ‘00; Dean Eitel ‘59; James J. Ernst ‘67; Eugene M. Faut ‘59; Steve Jankowski ‘94; 
Joseph N. Jummati ‘88; Edward W. Lawson ‘71; C. W. Marquardt ‘67; Frank L. Marrese ‘66; 
Brian M. Murray ‘03; Raymond M. Neihengen ‘62; William J. Noland ‘60; Alan F. Pacer 
‘67; William R. Paton ‘77; Bill Pittges ‘83; Leo T. Poteracki ‘68; Andrew T. Przybylo ‘69; 
John F. Ranos ‘66; Kenneth W. Rusk ‘60; Richard D. Sheehan ‘65; William S. Stanton ‘98; 
Patrick M. Staunton ‘03; Dan Tully ‘94; Caeser B. Vitale ‘60

RJO/UND/NDCP Jazz Bands Wow at 
Concert
On April 15, the Reunion Jazz Orchestra (pictured), the 
University of Notre Dame Jazz Band and the Notre Dame 
College Prep Jazz Band entertained an enthralled crowd at the 
St. John Brebeuf Ministry Center. The event was a fundraiser to 
benefit NDCP’s music program. The RJO performs throughout 
the year in the Chicagoland area at various venues with 
all proceeds benefiting the Dons’ Music Program. To view 
upcoming performances and for more information visit, 
www.rjojazz.org
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What activities / sports did you participate in when you were at Notre Dame?   Chris participated in baseball and golf.  He 
was also the Hockey team Student Manager.  He continues to stay active and regularly enjoys playing the sport of golf.

How do you think ND prepared you for your chosen profession and success you’ve had so far? Being continually challenged, 
learning to think and having good ethics are a few ideal ways Notre Dame has prepared Chris and continues to prepare their 
students to succeed.

What is your fondest memory of Notre Dame?  Friday night football games, the life-long friendships made at Notre Dame that 
he continues to keep in touch with and the close bonds with Father Moss and the priests of Holy Cross are all wonderful memories.

Is there a particular teacher, coach or student who inspired you?  Father James King, Coach Stuart Snow and Ken Maziarka are 
a few of the many teachers and coaches who provided inspiration.

What advice would you give a Don pursuing a dream of working in your profession?  Chris shared that with a combination of 
smarts and education along with having the right attitude, being diverse and open-minded to a life long journey of learning and 
being open to different environments and people an individual can succeed.

If you were trying to convince a grade school student to come to ND, what would you tell them to persuade them that Notre 
Dame College Prep is the right place to be?  If you want a challenging education with a family environment where you will gain 
wonderful friendships, and be able to include and participate in athletics, Notre Dame College Prep is the school for you.

What do you do in your free time? Chris enjoys playing golf, the New York Broadway scene and traveling.

Is there anything else you would like to share?  Chris and his wife Mary have four children and a dog.  Their daughter Lauren 
is a DePaul University graduate and works for Allstate; son Christopher James attends Marquette University; and son Michael and 
daughter Mary Catherine attend New Canaan High School.  Chris continues to have fond memories of Notre Dame College Prep, 
its students, his life-long friendships and the “Family” bond that exudes from Notre Dame.

Grade school: Attended local schools in the Evanston and Glenview neighborhoods

High school: Notre Dame College Prep

Undergraduate:  Marquette University - Bachelors Degree

Undergraduate major:  Majored in accounting and earned a certified public 
accountant designation

Resides In: New Canaan, Connecticut

Christopher John Swift,1979 alumni of Notre Dame College Prep, is the Chief 
Financial Officer and Executive Vice President, The Hartford Financial Services 
Group, Inc. where he is in charge of the financial management of the organization and 
strategic investments in addition to being a partner to business leaders.

Past Positions/Prior Experience:        
• Vice President of American International Group, Inc. and Chief    
 Financial Officer of Life Insurance & Retirement Services operations

• Chief Financial Officer of Global Life Insurance and Retirement Services of AIG

• Chief Financial Officer of AIG American General Life Companies and Head of  
 Annuity Operations

• Vice Chairman and Chief Financial Officer of ALICO

• Began career as an Auditor in the Chicago office of KPMG

• Executive Vice President of Conning Asset Management

Associations Affiliated with: 
• Member of the International Insurance Society

• Board Member of Connecticut Communications Group which assists in gaining  
 new investment funds.

Alumni Profile:  
Christopher John Swift ‘79
by Arlene Zoeller

Varsity Club Established
The Notre Dame College Prep Varsity Club was announced at a kickoff party in February 
2013 at the Chicago Bears Halas Hall facility in Lake Forest, Illinois. The Varsity Club’s 
Mission is to unite all Varsity Letter Winners in promoting unity, spirit, leadership and 
sportsmanship for NDCP. Varsity Club Members play a vital role in maintaining the NDCP 
competitive heritage and serve as a conduit to deepen the special ties to NDCP as a link 
to past, present and future Varsity Letter Winners through a variety of special activities. 
For more information, visit the Alumni Section of the NDCP website at www.nddons.org or 
contact one of the Executive Board Members: Bill Harrington ’68 (bill@greatflooringinc.
com or 312.735.2980); Larry Amidei ’68 (coachfb3238@sbcglobal.net); Charlie Bilodeau 
‘68 (cbilode@luc.edu or 847-347-5628); or Joe Petricca ’68 (jpetricca@ameritech.net)  
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Wall of Fame 2013
by Teresa Connelly
Friends, relatives, former teammates and past Wall of Fame 
recipients attended events in February to honor the 2013 
Wall of Fame inductees. These inductees include John Bolger 
‘02 (Basketball), Dean Cadematori ‘04 (Baseball), Joe Pauley 
(Baseball, Football) and the late Larry Weldon ‘01 (Golf). The 
main Wall of Fame event took place on February 9, 2013 and 
began with a Mass in the Chapel followed each inductee 
placing their plaque in the Wall of Fame trophy case. Afterwards, 
there was a reception in the cafeteria. Watch the NDCP 
website for upcoming information about the 2014 Wall of Fame 
induction. 
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2012 Hall of Honor Induction 
by Teresa Connelly

The 2012 Hall of Honor Induction was held in November 2012 
at the Rosewood Restaurant in Rosemont, Illinois. The inductees 
include Dr. Alan Acierno ‘93, DDS, Dr. Gary Potempa ‘70, DDS, 
Mike Angelini ‘74 and Dave Pauluzzi ‘79. With friends and family 
gathered to celebrate, each inductee was acknowledged as 
practioners of the three pillars of a Notre Dame education: Faith, 
Scholarship and Service. Each was presented with a plaque 
with their name and photo on it. Another plaque was placed on 
the Hall of Honor Wall located in the front foyer at Notre Dame 
College Prep. 

(left to right) Alan Acierno ‘93, Gary Potempa ‘70 and Mike Angelini ‘74 (Dave 
Pauluzzi ‘79 is not pictured).

Late Larry Weldon ‘01, Golf
(left to right) Larry and Barb Weldon for the late Larry Weldon, John Bolger 
‘02, Fr. John P. Smyth, Dean Cadematori ‘04, Joe Pauley ‘04.

Pictured are Alumni Association Board members (left 
to right): Tom Draths ‘03, Mike Sweeney ‘98 and Brian 
Murray ‘03. (Tony Bontempo ‘02 is not pictured).

New Alumni 
Association Board 
Announced 
Congratulations to the new Notre Dame 
College Prep Alumni Association Board. 
They are:

- Mike Sweeney ‘98, President
- Brian Murray ‘03, Vice President
- Tom Draths ‘03, Secretary
- Tony Bontempo ‘02, Treasurer

Also, the following alumni will be advisors to 
the Alumni Association Board, they are:

- Patrick Staunton ‘03
- Brad Tokarz ‘98
- Larry Amidei ‘68
- Chuck Keenley ‘59
- Leo Poteracki ‘68

The first General Alumni Association 
meeting for the 2013-2014 school year is 
Wednesday, October 16 at 7 pm in the 
Library.  All Alumni are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. 
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Wall of Fame 2013
by Teresa Connelly
Friends, relatives, former teammates and past Wall of Fame 
recipients attended events in February to honor the 2013 
Wall of Fame inductees. These inductees include John Bolger 
‘02 (Basketball), Dean Cadematori ‘04 (Baseball), Joe Pauley 
(Baseball, Football) and the late Larry Weldon ‘01 (Golf). The 
main Wall of Fame event took place on February 9, 2013 and 
began with a Mass in the Chapel followed each inductee 
placing their plaque in the Wall of Fame trophy case. Afterwards, 
there was a reception in the cafeteria. Watch the NDCP 
website for upcoming information about the 2014 Wall of Fame 
induction. 

2012 Hall of Honor Induction 
by Teresa Connelly

The 2012 Hall of Honor Induction was held in November 2012 
at the Rosewood Restaurant in Rosemont, Illinois. The inductees 
include Dr. Alan Acierno ‘93, DDS, Dr. Gary Potempa ‘70, DDS, 
and Mike Angelini ‘74. With friends and family gathered to 
celebrate, each inductee was acknowledged as practioners of 
the three pillars of a Notre Dame education: Faith, Scholarship 
and Service. Each was presented with a plaque with their 
name and photo on it. Another plaque was placed on the Hall 
of Honor Wall located in the front foyer at Notre Dame College 
Prep. 

(left to right) Alan Acierno ‘93, Gary Potempa ‘70 and Mike Angelini ‘74

Don Alumni Among 
3 Newly Elected 
Mayors 
by Teresa Connelly

Notre Dame College Prep in Niles is pleased 
to announce that the newly elected mayors of 
Des Plaines, Morton Grove and Niles are all 
alumni of the high school. In elections held on 
April 9, the residents of Des Plaines elected 
Matthew Bogusz their new mayor. Bogusz 
is a 2005 graduate of Notre Dame. Andrew 
Przybylo, the newly elected mayor of Niles, is 
a 1969 graduate and Dan DiMaria, new mayor 
of Morton Grove, graduated in 1985 from 
the high school for young men at 7655 West 
Dempster Street in Niles.

“We congratulate each of these men on successfully being elected mayor of their town. We are proud of their commitment to 
their communities. Service is one of our main tenants at Notre Dame College Prep. This year our students are on track to provide 
over 20,000 hours of community service alone. We extend our best wishes to Matt, Dan and Andy as they continue to serve their 
constituents,” said Dan Tully, Principal who himself is a 1994 alumnus.

Prior to being elected mayor, Bogusz was 3rd Ward Alderman in Des Plaines, DiMaria was a Morton Grove Trustee and Przybylo 
was a Niles Trustee.

“It is inspiring to see the dedication that Dan, Andy and Matt have to the service of others. Our school is located in Niles and Des 
Plaines and Morton Grove are our valued neighbors. Our students are inspired by the examples these alumni have set,” said 
President Rev. John P. Smyth.  

(left to right) Larry and Barb Weldon for the late Larry Weldon, John Bolger 
‘02, Fr. John P. Smyth, Dean Cadematori ‘04, Joe Pauley ‘04.

(left to right) Matthew Bogusz ‘05, Andrew Przybylo ‘69,  Fr. John P. Smyth, and Dan DiMaria ‘85.

Congratulations to our Dons who helped bring the Stanley Cup back where it belongs with the Blackhawks in Chicago!!!  Hats off to 
(right to left) John McDonough ‘71 (President), Ian Gentile ‘04 (Manager, Hockey Admininistration), Brian Dahm ‘05 (Market Research)!

Dons Help Blackhawks Win Stanley Cup
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Please share your good news with us!
We’d love to hear how you are doing - do you have a new job? 
Did you just get married and/or have a child? Please contact 
Skip Lawson ‘71, Director of Alumni Relations, at 847.779.8618 or 
skip@nddons.org.

Please join the Alumni Parents for the 

Alumni Family Mass
December 22, 2013  10:00 a.m. in the 

NDCP Chapel
A reception will follow

The Class of 2013 can pick up yearbooks at this time.

Class of 1967 alumni (left to right) John 
Bamber, Greg Marschalek and Jim Ernst 
were among the attendees who enjoyed their 
45th Reunion celebration during the fall of 
2012. The Reunion was held in the cafeteria 
at NDCP following a Mass celebrated by Fr. 
John Smyth.

Class Notes
Dr. Dean Eitel ’59 still continues to teach university students in semi-
retirement. He currently teaches as an adjunct lecturer at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago in the Department of Public Administration and 
in the Urban and Public Affairs program. Recently he taught a course 
in Strategic Management and a course in Leadership to a large cohort 
of Chinese officials sent by their government for a 1-year masters 
program at UIC. He also teaches as an adjunct lecturer at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology in human resources management.  His latest 
publication is an article in the August 2012 International Journal of 
Public Administration titled “International Collaboration in Local 
Government Leadership Development: Insights Gained from a U.S. and 
Ireland Partnership”. It is based on a multi-year program he directed 
while at DePaul University.  This past summer, the Governor’s Office 
appointed him to work on the Governor’s “Government Services 
Results” Team to help implement “Budgeting For Results” – Governor 
Quinn’s budget and performance management reform initiative.  Dean 
also continues to consult with non-profit organizations in strategic 
planning and management improvement.

Norm Cherry ‘69 After graduating from Notre Dame H.S. in 1969, I 
went on to receive my undergraduate degree at Columbia College 
Chicago, and my M.A. from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale 
in communications. I proceeded to have a blessed 35 year career in 
the TV & Film industry which included assignments at WBBM, WFLD, 
and WCIU TV facilities. In addition, I was fortunate to be assigned to 
54 feature films shot in and around the Chicago area including:  The 
Blues Bros., The Untouchables, 16 Candles, and Risky Business, 
just to name a few. I was priviliged to be nominated for two Emmy 
Awards including: Soul Train & Wild Kingdom TV series as Director. 
More recently, I received my Ph.D from Redding University at Redding, 
California in 2003, and have been working on teaching assignments 
as well as commercial voice-overs and directing assignments. For the 
past five years I have been involved with Allstate Insurance Company 
home office in Northbrook IL as Senior Security Supervisor. I credit my 
education at NDHS and my involvement with the film study program as 
a foundation for what was to become a great career!

John Tobin ‘74  Living in Connecticut for the past 22 years and all 
is well.  Both our daughters, Megan and Erinn, have graduated from 
college and moved on to careers. Patty and I have adjusted very 
well to life with no children at home. It has given us the opportunity 
to travel and start working on building back closer connections and 
relationships to friends that we value back in the Chicagoland area.

Brad Hammer ‘07  To say my experience at ND was great would be an 
understatement. Without ND I would not be the man I am today. I would 
also not be the man I am today without all my great teachers who 
helped me along the way. I was very active at ND being in the band, 
on the wrestling and soccer team, a member of the National Honors 
Society, in the music club, Cross and Anchor, and the Letterman’s Club. 
I have many great memories from my time at ND and now that I am 
an alumni I would like to give back to the school that has given me so 
much. Being a part of the Alumni Association. has allowed me to give 
back to ND, and I look forward to continue my participation in it.

Class of 2008 alumni Thomas J. Lyons (right), 
Spec 4  US Army, Fort Jalalbad is pictured 
with United States Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel at Fort Jalalbad, Afghanistan. Lyons is 
stationed there and spoke to Secretary Hagel 
when he was there in March 2013. 

For information regarding 
Reunions and other Alumni 

related activities, please contact 
Skip Lawson ‘71, Director of 

Alumni Relations, at 847.779.8618 
or skip@nddons.org. Thank you!

Keep in touch...
Notre Dame College 
Prep wants to hear from 
you! Please share your 
news in the enclosed 
envelope or email 

Skip Lawson ’71, Director of Alumni 
Relations, at skip@nddons.org. 
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In Memoriam
Mr.Raymond R. Ambrose ‘76
Mr.Richard Balentine 
Rev.William J. Brinker CSC
Mr.Thomas B. Ebervein ‘69
Br. Robert Ewald, CSC 
Mr.Jean L. Hemery ‘62
Mr.Dennis F. Howland ‘62
Rev.George G. Kahle CSC
Mr.Thomas F. McGrath ‘61
Mr.Fred J. Michelaud ‘60
Mr.Stephen B. Mullenix ‘68
Mr.John V. O’Connor ‘68
Mr.Paul M. Rademache ‘76
Mr.Terrence J. Rudnick ‘66
Mr.Gregory A. Schilling ‘63
Mr.George F. Schurrer ‘64
Mr.Gerald V. Seidl ‘62
Mr.James P. Sherry ‘73
Rev.Thomas J. Tallarida CSC
Mr.Timothy M. Thomas ‘94
Mr.Thomas C. Zimmerman ‘67

We’re Social! 
You can find the Dons on Facebook, 
Linkedin, Twitter, HighSchoolCube, 
YouTube and Smugmug. Access the 

Dons’ at www.nddons.org.

Reunion within a Reunion by Ray Neihengen ‘62 and Jack Gerken ‘62

At the University of Notre Dame’s 45th Reunion for the Class of 1966, a few ‘62 
Notre Dame High School (NDHS) graduates met, visited with Fr. Tom Tallarida, their 
former teacher at NDHS, and discussed staging a “reunion within a reunion”at the 
University’s 50th for the thirty-four ’62 Dons who also graduated from UND. The group 
agreed that organizing a 50th reunion at NDHS would be the best way to make that 
happen and a committee began working in the fall of 2011 to plan such a gathering.

The biggest challenge was simply finding our former classmates as we hadn’t met 
as a group since our 20th reunion. Divide and conquer became divide and call, 
search the phone books, Facebook, Linked In, Twitter and any of the other myriad of 
websites offering to find someone. By spring, the phone calls confirmed the interest 
and decisions were made: Where --at NDHS to experience the improvements to the 
campus; When --in conjunction with a fall football game (appropriate for the first 
undefeated team in the school’s history); Why -- rekindling old relationships and 
making new memories!

Not even the most optimistic of the organizing committee could have anticipated 
the outstanding turnout as 116 people, including 72 Dons from the ’62 class, met 
in the school’s library on Thursday, Oct. 11, for a Mass concelebrated by two of our 
classmates, Fr. Mike Giesler and Fr. Joe Landauer.  Afterwards, current students 
conducted tours of the campus before the group enjoyed a catered dinner in the 
cafeteria followed by brief comments by Chairman Ray Neihengen, Jack Gerken and 
Alan Loboy.  Each Don received a commemorative 50th anniversary glass while Jim 
Starshak presented green t-shirts honoring the undefeated 1961 NDHS football team.

The following night, the ’62 Dons were honored guests at a pizza party prior to the 
Dons’ victory over favored Joliet Catholic.  Neihengen and Loboy, the Parade All-
American fullback in 1961, presented the colors before the game.

Dons came from the four corners plus-Hawaii, Portland, Los Angeles, Florida and 
Boston. Fr. Tallarida couldn’t attend but wrote a sermon for the Mass. George Herman, 
chair of the English Department in 1962, did attend and was enjoyed by all. We hope 
that we set a pretty high bar for future classes. Most importantly, we established 
connections on Donslink to keep the Party going!

Former teacher and coach A.J. Kozole 
wanted to thank everyone who prayed 
for him during his illness last winter. 

January 26, 2013

To My Notre Dame Family,

Thank you for the numerous 
expressions of concern and 
thoughtfulness shown during my 
recent medical problem.  The many 
emails, get well cards and visits 
are appreciated and serve as an 
impetus for a rapid recovery.

The operation, a craniotomy to 
remove a benign epidermal growth 
from my brain was a success, and 
the rehabilitation program is nearly 
finished.  I eagerly await being with 
you soon!

Once again, thanks and may God 
bless Notre Dame.

Sincerely,

A.J. Kozole

In Honor of Fr. Bill Brinker, CSC
by Rev. Richard Conyers, CSC

“What I do for myself is buried with me, what I do for 
others lives on forever.”

This is how Fr. Bill Brinker lived his life. He arrived here in 
1955 as a founder of Notre Dame High School, and was ND’s 
first athletic director, in fact he designed the iconic let-
termen’s jacket which is still worn today. Until 2007 Father 
Brinker’s was the warm smile by which so many Dons were 
touched each day. He personally has changed the lives of 
thousands of Dons in hundreds of ways for these past five 
decades. He passed on to his eternal reward on Oct. 21, 
2012. A Holy Cross Priest takes gifts given to him by family 
and friends and places them in what is called a patrimony. 

Father Bill decided that his entire patrimony should be given to his beloved Notre 
Dame College Prep, and stipulated this in his will. Recently we received a check from 
the Congregation of Holy Cross in the amount of over $13,000 which was the entire 
amount of his patrimony. He requested that this be applied to an already existing 
scholarship in his name. An “endowed scholarship” at NDCP is usually set at $25,000 
and the interest on this provides about $1000 to a scholarship annually, in perpetuity. 
Fr. Brinker’s patrimony gift is a great start for an endowed scholarship in his name. If 
each person whose life was formed or blessed by the life and ministry of Fr. Brinker 
was to contribute just a small amount, let’’s say $5 or $10, we could easily and quickly 
grow this $13,000 to $25,000 and provide at least one endowed (maybe more) schol-
arship in Fr. Bill’s name. How about honoring this beloved priest by adding to his 
already significant gift. Please contact Skip Lawson, skip@nddons.org or call him at 
847.779.8618 to invest in the Fr. Bill Brinker Scholarship fund. Let’s do it “Brink”.
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Notre Dame College Prep
7655 West Dempster Street

Niles, Illinois 60714
847.965.2900 (phone)

847.965.2975 (fax)
www.nddons.org

Upcoming Events
September 11  First Responders Mass (9:30 am)
September 19   Walkathon 2013
September 19   Football Alumni  BBQ & Honor 1958 Football Team & A.J. Kozole & 
 Bags Tourney (6-9 pm)**
September 20  All Don Reunion & Homecoming Game (7:30 pm) & Honor 1958 Football Team 
 & A.J. Kozole**
September 28  Soccer Alumni Day**
October 13 Open House #1 (11 am – 2 pm)
October 16   Alumni Meeting (Library, 7 pm)
October 17  Riggio’s Wine Tasting Event   
November 1 All Saints Day Mass
November 7  Open House #2 (5:30 – 8:30 pm)
November 9  Hall of Honor Induction
November 10  Veteran’s Day Mass (Chapel) 
November 26 Grandparents Mass (9:30 am)
November 26   Alumni Wrestling Day**
November 28   Alumni Turkey Bowl**
November 29   Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament (2 pm – midnight)
December 22   Alumni Mass (10 am)
January 23, 2014   Basketball Alumni Day**
January 11, 2014  Placement Exam for 8th Graders (8 am)

**Contact Mike Hennessey (847.779.8652 or 
mhennessey@nddons.org) for more details.

Visit www.nddons.org 
for event updates 

and times.
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