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As the Past, Present, Promise Capital 
Campaign begins its second phase, the 
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation 
has presented Notre Dame College 
Prep with a unique challenge:  if the 
school community raises $2.2 million 
in two years then the Foundation will 
donate $1 million towards construction 
of the new $3.2 million Scholar Center.
“For every dollar Notre Dame family 
members contribute to the campaign, 
it is matched with 50 cents by the 
Foundation. The impact of the gift is 
magnified,” says James Stangle, Vice 
President of Institutional Advancement.

“That a high school could attract a mil-
lion dollar donation in this economy is 
remarkable. But it will only happen if 
all of us step up and meet the chal-
lenge. Let’s fulfill the grant challenge 
as soon as possible and celebrate our 
success,” says Paula Waters, Chair of 
the Executive Board.

The Scholar Center is part of the $11.6 
million capital campaign. Situated 
between the Chapel and the George 
Holley Science Center, the new, eco-
friendly, three-story academic building 
will accommodate several immediate 
needs. This state-of-the-art, ADA-com-
pliant and fully accessible structure 
will contain seven high-tech class-
rooms. It will provide more space for:  
the Brother Andre Scholars Program 

for students with learning challenges; 
the Anne and Edward Burke Scholars 
Program for students with mild and 
moderate developmental delays; a 
math lab; a language lab; an expanded 
science classroom; and two general 
classrooms.
 
The new Scholar Center is needed to 
accommodate Notre Dame’s inclusive, 
personalized environment. With enroll-
ment at its highest level in more than 
20 years, enlarging and enhancing the 
facilities responds to the increased 
enrollment and provides for the tech-
nology necessary for modern teaching 
methods. 

“We have seen enrollment grow in the 
past few years and the need for more 
classroom space will soon be criti-
cal. In addition, we have committed 
to enroll young men from a range of 
academic attainment and capabilities. 
That inclusive policy means we must 
expand our academic support services 
and add technology such as math, lan-
guage and science labs to ensure we 
can employ modern teaching methods 
and serve the needs of our student 
body,” says Waters.

By responding to the Rice Foundation’s 
challenge, donors can make the dream 
of the new Scholar Center a reality 
sooner. 

“I hope this will encourage those who 
have not contributed to the campaign 
to make a donation and those who have 
already contributed to dig deeper and 
make a larger commitment. Everyone 
loves a bargain and this is a chance to 
multiply your donation dollars,” says 
Waters.

Notre Dame President Rev. John P. 
Smyth concurs.

“I hope they all jump on the band-
wagon, and I hope they all really get 
involved because it’s an opportunity 
for them to say they really care about 
the school and the future of the school,” 
says Fr. Smyth. 
 
Alumni, families, and friends of Notre 
Dame College Prep are encouraged to 
contribute to this unique opportunity 
as an endorsement of the school’s posi-
tive future.

“Since this is the largest charitable 
foundation gift in the school’s his-
tory, we are hoping that alumni who 
at one time questioned the future of 
the school, see the match as an en-
dorsement of our future viability,” says 
Stangle.

The challenge gift is also seen as sup-
port for Notre Dame’s commitment to 
providing a school that educates both 
the mind and the heart.

 “This gift is the largest that the Daniel 
F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation has ever 
given to us, but as foundations are giv-
ing smaller grants, the Rice Foundation 
extended themselves because of their 
belief in us and our mission,” Stangle 
adds.

“We are deeply grateful to the Board of 
the Rice Foundation for recognizing the 
value of Notre Dame. We understand 
there are many worthy places it can 
apply its funds and the size and scope 
of the grant is truly gratifying,” says 
Waters.

Along with the Scholar Center, the 
proposed multi-purpose Fieldhouse is 
part of the second phase of the capital 
campaign. The Fieldhouse will contain 
two basketball courts, two wrestling 
areas, portable batting cages and an 
indoor track. The importance of pro-
viding the Fieldhouse is magnified by 
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the worn and cramped conditions of 
the current facilities. Teams practice in 
shifts and sometimes practices do not 
start until after 8 pm. Due to the over-
flow at the gymnasium, the wrestling 
and basketball teams sometime travels 
to nearby Maryville Academy in Des 
Plaines to practice. 

“I don’t mind them waiting around the 
campus but not waiting for a gym. I 
think we should have that building so 
that they can be taught in a reasonable 
time and finish their activities and if 
they want to stay on the campus, they 
may,” says Smyth. 

Progress has already been made 
through the Capital Campaign. During 
the first phase a number of projects 
were completed including: a reno-
vated sports stadium with an AstroTurf 
field, new bleachers and a new track; 
a Grotto dedicated to the Virgin Mary; 
four new classrooms including an 
expansive Art Room; a reconfigured 
Chapel with room for over 250 wor-
shippers; and a new Media Center in 
the Little Theater.

 “We have re-purposed existing 
space to serve the needs occasioned 
by our growing enrollment and our 
inclusive admissions policy. We have 
refurbished our athletic fields and our 
theater and have made the building a 
more energy-efficient, pleasant place 
to be. The future projects to be funded 
by the Campaign will help ensure 
the school is well positioned to serve 
students for another 50 years and be-
yond,” says Waters.

The changes and additions to the 
physical plant are necessary for Notre 
Dame College Prep to attract and re-
tain students now and in the future. 

“Catholic education is worth fighting 

for and worth preserving. Notre Dame 
must remain competitive in its academ-
ic program and facilities to attract fami-
lies. The community has responded to 
our efforts thus far by sending more 
of their sons to us. Bringing the school 
into the 21st Century will attract more 
students and help us serve as a light 
in the community for the values the 
school represents,” says Waters.

 “As future students and their families 
compare us to other area high schools, 
our facilities will compare favorably 
cosmetically and allow our faculty to 
have access to the best resources and 
teaching aids possible,” says Stangle.

 “The Notre Dame family rallied around 
the school when it was in danger of 
closing. We have achieved success 
beyond our hopes, but ensuring the 
school can accommodate the growing 
enrollment and can make the invest-
ments in excellence required to remain 
competitive requires that they support 
the Campaign,” says Waters.

Fr. Smyth says that it is important for 
the school’s supporters, especially the 
alumni, to donate their time, talent and 
treasure to Notre Dame, because, while 
he enjoys raising funds and intends on 
remaining at Notre Dame College Prep 
for as long as he can, he will not be 
here forever. 

“There’s no question I enjoy my time 
here, but I’m the oldest person here at 
Notre Dame. I don’t mind putting my 
time, energy and effort toward ND but 
I will not be here for all time. It is the 
alumni’s responsibility to give to the 
school that gave them so much in the 
past. They have to pick up the mantle, 
pick up the burden for their school 
and say I want this school to be here in 
the future so that future Dons can get a 
fantastic education,” Smyth says. 

Stangle and Waters agree.

 “Most of Fr. Smyth’s friends have no 
affiliation to Notre Dame other than Fr. 
Smyth. It is necessary for others to step 
up and be identified,” says Stangle. 

“Fr. Smyth has worked tirelessly to 
improve Notre Dame – from its faith 
and academic programs to its financial 
stability.  But no one person, however 
dedicated, can do this alone.  The 
alumni, those who have benefitted 
from the life preparation they received 
here, should be the first line of support 
for Notre Dame. If every alumnus do-
nated annually to the best of his ability, 
we would have no need of campaigns,” 
adds Waters.

People interested in donating to the 
Past, Present, Promise Capital Cam-
paign can use the enclosed envelope 
or send their donation to Notre Dame 
College Prep at 7655 West Dempster 
Street, Niles, Illinois 60714. To donate 
online, visit www.nddons.org and go 
to the “Giving” page. For more in-
formation, contact James Stangle at 
847.779.8622 or jstangle@nddons.org.

“It’s time to finish the work of prepar-
ing the school for the next 50 years. 
Please – give what you can, encourage 
your friends and associates to hear 
the Notre Dame story and support our 
vision of a better future for the young 
men we serve,” says Waters.
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