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FAITH . SCHOLARSHIP . SERVICE  
 

July 21, 2015 
 
Re:  Parking Permits 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
As we are preparing for the start of a new school year, I would like to take this opportunity 
to discuss with you a matter which has been growing in interest, parking. 
 
As you may know or may have heard, several of our neighbors have voiced concern about 
the number of cars being parked on the streets around the school.  The Village of Niles, in 
response to these concerns, has enacted an ordinance restricting parking areas along some of 
the public streets.  All of this has resulted from our requiring a parking sticker for student 
vehicles parked in our lot.  Some folks have decided that the cost of the sticker could be 
saved by parking on the public streets around the school.  Those streets have become 
clogged with student vehicles to the point that people visiting our neighbors could not find 
parking. 
 
A parking permit costs $100 for the entire year, which amounts to less than 50 cents per 
school day.  On the other side, that is the equivalent of two parking tickets (e.g., too close to 
a fire plug, on a neighbor’s grass, extending too far into a no parking area, blocking a 
driveway, etc.), or two tanks of gasoline. 
 
You may ask what the money is used for.  Last year, we sold 140 stickers for a total of 
$14,000 in sales.  You will also note that this summer we repaired, seal-coated and re-striped 
the parking lot at a cost of $17,500.  The seal-coating must be done every third year to 
maintain the parking lot surface.  Over a three year period, we paid $46,375 in total for 
maintenance of the parking lot — or an average of $15,500 per year at today’s costs.  So the 
parking permit covers the majority of the cost, but not all of it.   
 
We have room for 250 student vehicles.  Our estimate is that we have 200 to 225 students 
who would drive to school.  So unlike other schools, space is not an issue, and unlike other 
schools, we do not have to hold a lottery for spaces.  We have done an informal survey of 
other schools and have learned that they are charging more — or in some case much more 
than $100.  We have checked 14 schools, and 12 of them have higher fees for parking 
stickers.  The highest we have seen is $375 (with a lottery for seniors only).  Two of the 
schools charged $50 last year, but we do not have the current figure.  The average of those 
14 schools for parking stickers last year was $154. 
 
We believe that having our young, relatively inexperienced drivers leave the area in an 
orderly fashion by exiting our parking lot seems much safer than having them execute a 
series of U-turns and jockeying for position on streets already clogged with other vehicles. 
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There are two primary reasons we are asking you to purchase a parking sticker.  The first is 
that every dime of the revenue — and then some — is going to maintain the parking lot 
used by your sons.  Now that we have the lot in good shape, we want to keep it that way. 
 
The second is that we have enjoyed a great relationship with our neighbors for 60 years.  
Many of them probably come to our football games on Friday nights and enjoy the lights, 
the food, the public address system and the music.  Occasionally we hear otherwise, but not 
often.  As you probably know, there is always something going on at Notre Dame, and we 
do not hear often of objections to the activity.  That’s part of being a good neighbor, and we 
have that responsibility as well.  It is part of our mission to build community, and our 
neighbors are a very important part of our community. 
 
Let me thank you in advance for your help in maintaining our parking lot and our good 
relationship with our neighbors.  If you have any suggestions, please let me hear from you.  
Please send me a note at relwart@nddons.org. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Ralph Elwart 
President 


