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November 13, 2010 

a

 Chicago  Illinois 

Congratulations to 

receipient of the 2010 Sancta Crux Award 

mother of Michael ‘61, Timothy ‘63,  

Patrick ‘67, Edward ‘71, George ‘74,  

Richard ‘76, Brian ‘78, and Joseph ‘79 

 

and to the

Melvin Boldt ‘60 

Thomas Walter ‘65 

Bruce Gill ‘69

Timothy Hester ‘71 

Patrick Cummings ‘73 

George Rattin ‘85

 

Look for photos and a story in 

the next issue of Legacy! 
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Dear Notre Dame Family: 
 
You are the reason Notre Dame College 
Prep continues to succeed! 

The Grotto is finished and stands 
majestically honoring Our Mother, Mary.  
We recently celebrated Mass in the 
Grotto with the Dons and the Notre Dame 
community honoring “First Responders” 
who protect and keep us safe from harm 
every day.

The Stadium and Track are finished and 
the Dons enjoy renewed success in all their 
endeavors.

With the rains of late Spring, we discovered 
that the roof on the Holy Cross Center 
needed to be replaced after 50 plus 
years.  An unexpected expense that has 
challenged the budget!
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 Fr. Smyth with 1971 alumnus and Chicago Blackhawks President John 
McDonough, who brought the Stanley Cup to ND on September 9. 
Read about it on pg. 9.

A new member has been added to our team at Notre Dame, Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement, Jim Stangle.  He comes to us from Duke University and is committed to the vision and 
mission of Notre Dame!  Jim’s talents and gifts will help to secure our future as we look to build a 
Classroom addition and a Field House.  

You are a key factor to the success of Notre Dame and her young men.  Please join us in these goals by 
considering a gift when you receive the Annual Fund Appeal letter, or use the envelope enclosed in 
this newsletter.  Your generosity will ensure your membership in an exclusive group who cares about 
Notre Dame and her future!

I am committed to providing an outstanding education and experience for our young men, gentlemen 
of Mary, who will make a difference in our world!

Through Our Lady, Notre Dame, 

 

Fr. John P. Smyth 
President
 



Ken Rusk ‘60
 Ken Rusk ’60 has long been involved at Notre Dame College Prep.  He’s helped with his class 
reunions, participated in the Lifetime Learning program for senior students, and attended the 
Dinner Auction, sporting events and other events when possible.  

“I’ve never walked away from the school,” says Rusk.

Co-captain of the 1959 varsity football team, Rusk and others who played football from the classes 
of 1958 to 1964, helped start the Joe Yonto Scholarship to honor the former late football coach.

“It means a lot to everyone because he taught us so much,” says Rusk. Someone from that group 
has agreed to match the scholarship donations $1,000 for every $1,000 donated up to $100,000, 
he says.

Rusk is also a donor to the Annual Fund and Past, Present, Promise Capital Campaign and has 
remembered Notre Dame College Prep in his estate plan.

“Catholic education is critical to the success of our nation.  We have to keep it alive and Notre 
Dame meant so much to me that I wanted to carry it on for others,” says Rusk.  

“Notre Dame made us what we are. It gave us a foundation for who we are,” says Rusk. “We came 
out with training, discipline and with a lot of love,” says Rusk.  “Let’s give the opportunity to these 
young men and their parents to help them out so they can gain what we did,” he adds.

Cover Story

Why We Give
Since Notre Dame College Prep’s founding in 1954, there have been individuals who have given tremendously of their 
time, talent and treasure.  This commitment to the school continues today.  The Legacy magazine would be several 
hundred pages long if one started to list the people who have given of themselves in some way to assist the Dons.  This 
article will highlight five examples of people who have done so much over the years. 

Cover Story
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Dave Pauluzzi ‘79 
Dave Pauluzzi ’79 lives in Laguna Hills, California and reconnected with Notre Dame College Prep 
after his son Joseph’s high school hockey team played the Ice Dons in November 2009. The team, 
who Pauluzzi founded three years ago and helped name the Ice Lions to mimic Notre Dame’s Ice 
Dons, are from JSerra Catholic High School in San Juan Capistrano, California. Prior to the game, 
each JSerra player was presented a sweater by a Don player.  JSerra was defeated by the Dons 
5-1.  JSerra went on to qualify for the High School National Championships and the Ice Dons won 
the Illinois State Championship.

Impressed that ND President Rev. John Smyth attended the game and moved by the Dons’ 
treatment of his son’s team, Pauluzzi began to think more about his time as a student at Notre 
Dame. 

“These people really made me and it is easy to forget,” he says. 

High school was a tumultuous time for Pauluzzi.  His parents, both alcoholics, had divorced when 
he was eight years old. He remembers sometimes sleeping in his mom’s car to avoid the issues a 
broken family creates.  Instead of chastising him if he fell asleep in class, Pauluzzi says teachers 
would ask, “What’s wrong and how can I help you?”  

“ND was my rock,” he says.  “Playing hockey, football and tennis kept me a good kid.”

Pauluzzi credits his teachers A.J. Kozole, Paul Kosa and Fr. Kaminsky with looking out for him 
and he counts his 1979 classmates Mike Rigali and Jim Crystal among his best friends.  After ND, Pauluzzi earned a degree in 
business administration and accounting from Loyola University of Chicago.  He is now part of the Private Equity Firm Water Street 
Healthcare Partners and the President and Chief Operating Officer of PLUS Diagnostics, a leading national pathology company with 
headquarters in Irvine, California and Union, New Jersey. 

Recognizing the impact that Notre Dame College Prep made on him, Pauluzzi and his wife of 26 years, Benette, a graduate of 
Marillac High School, made an endowed scholarship commitment to the to the Past, Present, Promise Campaign.  

“I’m lucky and feel good to give back,” Pauluzzi says.

He encourages other alumni to honor the school with a gift to the Capital Campaign as well. 

“Don’t forget what got you where you are today,” says Pauluzzi.  “Don’t forget the place that grounded you with the proper values.”

When asked about what advice he’d give current Notre Dame College Prep students, Pauluzzi says, “Pay attention, listen to others, 
work hard, ask for help and do it 100 percent. Whatever you do, just keep hammering away.”

For more information about ways to give to Notre Dame College Prep, visit pages 6 and 7 of this Legacy 
magazine, or visit www.nddons.org and click on the “Giving” tab, or contact Jim Stangle, Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement, at 847.779.8622 or jstangle@nddons.org.  Please use the enclosed envelope 
to make a gift to Notre Dame College Prep. 
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T.J. Riley ‘81
As a former Don wrestler, for many years T.J. Riley ’81 always supported the Wrestling program 
and was a class representative with the Alumni Association but he did not feel very engaged with 
the school in general.

“I helped out the best I could,” says Riley. “Head Wrestling Coach Augie Genovesi is my rock and 
he helped me realize my true capabilities.”

However, since the school changed to a lay board of governance and Rev. John P. Smyth was 
named President in 2007, Riley is more committed than ever to helping Notre Dame College 
Prep realize its full potential.  With the completion of Our Lady’s Grotto and the renovation 
of the stadium and chapel, and the establishment of the endowment, and the plans for 
upcoming improvements, Riley is impressed with how Fr. Smyth, the lay board and the school’s 
administration, faculty and staff are positioning Notre Dame College Prep for a bright future. 

“They are doing the right things and making the right moves,” says Riley. “There are concrete 
accomplishments in a short period of time.”

Riley, who is president and founder of Independent Financial Services in Schaumburg, Illinois, 
continues to support the Wrestling program and the Alumni Association by attending meetings 
and events.  Inducted into the Hall of Honor in 2009, he is also on the Sports and Activities 
Committee, a subcommittee of the Executive Board and a contributor to both the Capital 
Campaign and Annual Fund efforts.

“I made a commitment to the school that would have never happened before,” he says.

Riley, who’s brothers are Michael Riley ’71, Kevin Riley ’72 and Marty Riley ’76, encourages other 
alumni, who might have been disenchanted with the school in the past, to support the school 
because there have been many improvements. 

“They’re getting things done,” says Riley. “There’s substance behind the energy.”

Sharon Angelini
Sharon Angelini is the mother of Michael Angelini ’09 and Mark Angelini ’11 and wife of Mike 
Angelini ’74.  Angelini and her husband have pledged to the Capital Campaign and given to the 
Annual Fund on a regular basis.

“We’re financially blessed and able to give back.  The people who can give back should give 
back,” says Angelini.  “Notre Dame is near and dear to our hearts. We want what’s best for Notre 
Dame to help it get better and better. “

Angelini  gives of her time as well. She serves food in the concession stand, hosts Capital 
Campaign and Enrollment parties for alumni and parents, serves as the Athletic Club liaison for 
the Parents Association and chairs of the Athletic Club’s fashion show for several years. 

“It was not my idea but I did end up running it for four years. It was a money maker and a lot of 
fun,” Angelini says. “It was a great way to get moms involved in an all boys school.”

She is co-chair of the 2010 President’s Dinner with Mary Ellen Migon (mother of Tom Migon ’87, 
Tim Migon ’91, Todd Migon ’93, and grandmother of Kyle Gronset ’10, Bryan Gronset ’11, Dylan 
Gronset ’14, and wife of Tony Migon ’64). Angelini and her family even hosted Korean foreign 
exchange student Jung Ha “Jo Beck” for one and a half years. He graduated with Angelini’s son, 
Michael, in 2009.

“He became part of our family. I think he will always be,” she says.

Angelini urges people to become involved in ways that they are able to do so also. 

“You can make a difference. Volunteering is a great way to get to know people as well as giving 
back,” says Angelini. 

Brad Tokarz ‘98
Brad Tokarz ’98 began to recognize the importance of alumni giving when he was a student at 
Valparaiso University in Valparaiso, Indiana.  

“I received an extra $12,000 scholarship per year from the alumni giving club,” says Tokarz. “It 
made me realize the importance of alumni giving back.”

Tokarz , who’s brother Paul Tokarz ’00 is NDCP’s Director of Enrollment and Admission, gives 
back to Notre Dame in a variety of ways including working with the Alumni Association, helping 
to organize the Texas Hold ‘Em tournaments, attending the Dinner Auction and the Alumni Golf 
Outing, and making contributions to the Annual Fund and Capital Campaign. 

“It is good for the students and their parents to see alumni giving back,” says Tokarz, who recently 
became a police officer in Deerfield, Illinois.  “It’s an integral part of why I do it.”

“I want the Dons to realize that people care even though they don’t know them on a personal 
level,” says Tokarz.



Twenty-three alumni Dons participated in the 2010 Walkathon 
Virtual Walker program.  The brain-child of Al Pacer ’67, each 
virtual walker solicited friends, business associates, clients 
and family for donations to sponsor their virtual walk and over 
$25,000 was raised for student financial aid. The idea was to 
have alumni ask people outside the Notre Dame College Prep 
community to help with this effort.  

“For a long time it has been apparent that the school continues 
to reach out to the same people when it comes to fund raising. 
That well is going to run dry. Why not reach out to a different 
audience that might be supportive of the school’s efforts? We at-
tempted that with the Walkathon,” says Pete Newell ’67, a virtual 
walker and Executive Board member. 

Others who took part include: Rick Banas ‘69; Mike Brennan ‘65; 
Pat Cummings ‘73; Scott Cummings ‘76; Mike Egart ‘66; Gene 
Faut ‘59; Joe Gurdak ‘61 (Hon.); Dave Holdener ‘69; Joe Jummati 
‘88;Charles Keenley ‘59; Bill Kusack ‘67; Tony Migon ‘64; Chris 
Nowotarski ‘74; Alan Pacer ‘67; Gary Pearson ‘70; Steve Penio 
‘74; John Ranos ‘66; Ken Riesterer ‘75; John Rigali ‘77; Ken Rusk 
‘60; Dan Steinken ‘70; and Bob Zientara ‘68.

“With relatively little effort (forwarding an email that was 
provided), slightly more than a dozen alums generated over 
$25,000 for student financial aid. It should be mentioned that 
one of the alums, Mike Brennan, ‘65, came up with a creative 
strategy of soliciting Fr. Smyth’s classmates from UND’s class of 
‘57. It was a successful effort on his part,” says Newell.

Pacer hopes alumni participation continues to grow.  

“Although I’m delighted with the first year results (the money 
goes towards financial aid) I know we can do a lot more.  Alums 
who live anywhere in the world can be a Virtual Walker next 
year, as can alumni who are unable to donate from their own 
financial resources but want to help Notre Dame by asking their 
friends and associates to sponsor them,” Pacer said.
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James Stangle, 
Vice President 
of Institutional 
Advancement

 – but don’t hold that against me.  I am 
committed to working on behalf of the 
Dons. Since I arrived in early August, I have 
enjoyed meeting with many alumni, parents, 
alumni parents and friends of Notre Dame. 
I am inspired by the enthusiasm and deep 
commitment I see from the entire community. 

I returned to live in the Chicago area 
after having spent 28 years working in 
institutional advancement in other parts 
of the country.  Most recently, I was the 
Executive Director of Development and 
Alumni Affairs at Duke University’s School 
of Medicine in Durham, North Carolina.  
People have asked me why I would take a 
job at a high school after having worked 
mostly at colleges or medical centers in the 
past.  Honestly, I see working at Notre Dame 
College Prep as a wonderful opportunity for 
me to take the vast experience I have and 
put it to use to make a real difference in the 
lives of the Dons. 

These are exciting times at Notre Dame 
with the completion of many projects and 
enthusiasm for the future. I look forward to 
partnering with you to achieve tremendous 
objectives to assist current and future Dons. 
Feel free to contact me at 847.779.8622 or 
jstangle@nddons.org.

Best Regards, 

James Stangle

Virtual Walkers

Although it wasn’t necessary, some virtual Walkers actually walked on 
September 16 in the Walkathon. They include: (left to right) Pete Newell ’67, 
Gene Faut ’59, Pat Cummings ’73, Mike Brennan ‘65 and Chuck Keenley ’59.

“James Stangle has tremendous experience 
helping educational and medical institutions 
reach and exceed their fundraising and 
outreach goals.  We look forward to him 
assisting Notre Dame do the same,” said 
Paula Waters, Executive Board Chairperson.  

Dear Notre Dame 
College Prep community, 

Allow me to introduce 
myself. My name is 
James Stangle and 
I am the new Vice 
President of Institutional 
Advancement.  I am 
familiar with Notre Dame 
College Prep and the 
East Suburban Catholic 
Conference because I 
graduated in 1978 from 
Joliet Catholic Academy

Experience:
• Ex. Dir. of Development and Alumni Affairs -  
 Duke University Medical School, Durham, North  
 Carolina (2008-2010)
• Principal Gifts Officer - Mayo Clinic, Rochester,  
 Minnesota (2003-2008).
• Assistant Vice President for Regions and
 Major Gifts, Fundraising and Alumni Outreach - 
 Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin  
 (1989-2003).
• Director of Development  - Assumption High  
 School, Davenport, Iowa (1985-1989)
• Assistant Director of Development - St. Ambrose  
 University, Davenport, Iowa (1982-1985).

Education:
• Joliet Catholic Academy, Joliet, Illinois (1978)
• St. Ambrose University, Davenport, Iowa - 
     B.A. Business Administration and Mass   
 Communications (1982)
• Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin -   
 M.A. Broadcast and Electronic Communications   
 (1996)

One Job Opening
Notre Dame College Prep is seeking: 
• A Director of Annual Support

A full description of this position is available 
under “Employment” on the school’s website at 
www.nddons.org. Resumes and applications will 
be accepted until the position is filled.



Two important components of 
the Past, Present, Promise Capital 
Campaign were completed over 
the summer: the installation of the 
statue of Mary in the Grotto and the 
running track. 

Crafted for nearly six months in 
Ortiza, Italy, the statue of Mary 
is modeled after the image of Mary as she appeared to St. 
Bernadette in Lourdes, France in 1858. Made of a carrara 
marble resin, the statue is six feet tall and weighes over 400 
pounds. The blue sash around her waist was specifically 
requested by Fr. Smyth. The statue was underwritten through 
a donation by Joseph Martorano, MD ’70, President of Medtrol, 
Inc. in Niles.

“I was thinking about a way to do something for the school,” 
said Martorano. “It was just something that came to my mind 
when I was driving on Dempster past the school. I thought this 
would be something that would be there long after I was gone.”

“I’m Notre Dame through and through and this is a way to give 
back,” he said. “The more you give the more you receive.”

The statue project was managed by Daprato Rigali Studios 
in Chicago which is owned and operated by Bob Rigali ’76, 
John Rigali ’77 and Mike Rigali ‘79 and their father Bob Rigali.  
John is the father of Luke Rigali ’10. Daprato Rigali Studios is 
responsible for the recent interior renovation of Holy Name 
Cathedral in Chicago.

“It was the final piece of a great project that a lot of people 
worked on,” said John Rigali. “It was Fr. Smyth’s vision and it was 
an honor to be a part of it.”

Ed Domas ’63 and his brothers Bob ’70 and the late Don ‘66 
Domas and their company, Domas Mechanical Contractors Inc. 
managed the field renovation and Grotto construction for Notre 
Dame. Ed Domas helped Fr. Smyth design the Grotto. 

Also during the summer of 2010, the new six lane track was laid 
out, thus completing the stadium renovation which included 
new AstroTurf on the field and new bleachers. 

Overall maintenance of the track has been supported through 
the Track Fund with the help of Patrick McCaskey ’67 and 
others since 1990.  

“The Notre Dame College Prep Track Fund has been funded 
from the alumni track meets, the dinner auctions, the volleyball 
match between the Chicago Bears and the Notre Dame College 
Prep Hall of Famers, the sports nights featuring the Chicago 
Bears, and the distribution of premiums at Bears’ home games,” 
said McCaskey. “Bill Kanzer ’67 and John Bamber ’67 are in the 
Premium Distribution Hall of Fame.”

Annual Fund/Capital 
Campaign
The Annual Fund assists with the day-
to-day expenses and keeps the cost of 
education affordable for all families. The 
$11.6 million Past, Present, Promise Capital 
Campaign is helping Notre Dame build 
an environment for learning, growing and 
succeeding for many years to come.  

How Can You Help? Gifts to both the Annual 
Fund and the Capital Campaign can come 
in a variety of ways including giving 
cash, giving stocks, giving life insurance, 

bequests, in kind gifts, memorial and honor gifts, and 
matching gifts. Consider making a gift today in the enclosed 
envelope or by going online to www.nddons.org and clicking 
on the “Giving” section of the website. Or contact James 
Stangle at 847.779.8622 or jstangle@nddons.org for more 
details. 

7, 
.

Pat McCaskey ’67, (middle), Chicago Bears’ Senior Director of Special 
Projects, poses with Athletic Director and Head Football Coach Mike 
Hennessey and Fr. Smyth at the stadium in front of a plaque honoring 
McCaskey and others for helping to provide funds for track maintenance 
throughout the year. 

Notre Dame College Prep has begun a formal Planned Giving/ 
Heritage Society program to assist the school.  The Planned 
Giving program can include financial planning, estate planning 
and tax planning techniques that allow donors to make gifts of all 
sizes with tax and financial rewards. 

Planned Giving is a set of ways a donor can leave money/assets 
to Notre Dame College Prep at his or her death; or a way to invest 
money so that the donor receives benefits during his or her life 
and then bequeaths the remaining funds to Notre Dame.  

Heritage Society members are donors made up of alumni and 
friends who have provisions for Notre Dame College Prep in 
their wills or through another type of planned gift. Yes, this is a 
new society however our school is not and the timing of this new 
opportunity is in balance with our 54 year existence. With each 
willed gift from a Don the Heritage Society membership grows. 

“Our class gift is a goal of raising one million dollars through 
wills and bequests. We are going to be the first and the lead class 
in this,” says Frank Corrado ‘60. “Our motto might be: Your kids 
have spent your money, now it’s time to spend theirs!”

“Stop milling around. Step up. Volunteer to help out. A lot of 
you are successful, so step up and write a big check. Keep this 
wonderful place alive.  One easy thing for some of us to do – put 
this place in our wills. Give a big planned gift. Remember, we’re 
going to leave this world pretty much with what we came in with,” 
says Corrado.

“Most people would like to make their mark on the world,” says 
Skip Lawson ’71, Director of Development and Planned Giving.  
“We invite you to explore with us the many sides of planned 
giving and the meaning your decision could have for you and 
Notre Dame College Prep’s future.”

Please contact Skip Lawson at skip@nddons.org or call him at 
847.779.8618 to discuss the specific information about Planned 
Giving and the Heritage Society or fill out the enclosed card and 
mail it back to NDCP.

Planned Giving Program/ 
Heritage Society Established

New Grotto Mary & 
New Track Installed
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On Thursday, September 2, 75 varsity football players 
and coaches (pictured) joined 32 firefighters from the 
United States and Australia on a mile run around and near 
the Chicago Fire Academy to raise funds for the Fallen 
Firefighters Association and the 9/11 Memorial. The 
firefighters, including Chicago Fire Captain Pat Maloney 
(father of Patrick ’09 and Conor ’11) were participating in 
“2010 Tour of Duty,” a cross country run that started in Santa 
Monica, California on August 22 and concluded at Ground 
Zero in New York City on September 11.  

Dons Support 9/11 Memorial 
Runners
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This fall, Notre Dame’s 
enrollment reached 850 
for the first time since 
the 1986-1987 school 
year.  In the nearly 
twenty-five years that 
have passed, Notre 
Dame has changed 
in many ways.  Our 
name has changed to 
Notre Dame College 
Prep, our facilities 
have expanded and 
improved, and our 
academic program 
has been modified 
to include several specialized programs 
for students of varying needs.  We remain 
committed, however, to educating the hearts 
and minds of young men.  Forming Gentlemen 
of Faith, Scholarship and Service is our resolute 
goal, and with this in mind, we continue to seek 
ways to grow and improve.

The economic climate continues to be difficult 
for Notre Dame families and students as with 
our whole community.  We continue to look 
for ways to make a Notre Dame education 
available to every young man who is 
accepted.  This requires us to make hundreds 
of thousands of dollars available for tuition 
assistance.  Years ago, tuition assistance 
was borne on the backs of the priests who 
served this school for over fifty years.  Their 
blood, sweat, and tears made Notre Dame 
affordable.  Today, we rely upon the generosity 
of the laity who give to Notre Dame to allow 
us to make financial aid a priority.  Your 
continued assistance is needed and so deeply 
appreciated.  

In order to continue to grow and improve, we 
need your help.  Stay involved with the school 
in any way you can.  Keep us in your prayers.  
Remember the generosity and sacrifice you 
encountered as a young Don so that you could 
receive a Notre Dame education.  We hope 
that as Notre Dame’s growing enrollment 
demonstrates an increased demand for 
Christian education rooted in Gospel values, 
we are able to continue to meet the needs of 
students and families who are seeking to be 
Gentlemen of Faith, Scholarship and Service.  

Dan Tully ‘94 
Principal

(
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We continue to look for 
ways to make a Notre Dame 
education available to every 
young man who is accepted.  

Know any future Dons? Tell them about Notre 
Dame College Prep! Visit the Future Dons 
page of the Notre Dame website at www. 
nddons.org or call 847.779.8615 for details. 

“Don for a Day” shadow opportunities are 
available for 8th grade students and the 
Placement Exam is January 8, 2011 at 8 am. 
Help spread the news about Notre Dame 
College Prep!

Annual First Responders 
Mass Held

On September 10, Notre Dame College Prep held its 
annual Mass for First Responders at Our Lady’s Grotto to 
commemorate the tragedies on September 11, 2001 and to 
recognize the sacrifices and heroism that First Responders 
make to keep communities safe every day. Nearly 1,200 
First Responders from Chicago and the suburbs, their 
friends and families, and Notre Dame’s students, faculty 
and staff attended. The Niles Police and the Norridge Police 
Departments provided the color guard. Niles Fire Chief 
Barry Mueller (father of Danny ‘10 and Kevin ‘13) rang the 
fire bell to signify when a fire fighter goes home. The Mass 
was concelebrated by NDCP’s President Rev. John P. Smyth, 
Executive Vice President Rev. Raymond Klees and teacher 
Rev. Richard Conyers, CSC.



Dons Welcome John McDonough 
and the Stanley Cup

(starting bottom left clockwise) 
Connor Fallon, Christopher 
Nichol, Ryan Burke and 
David Brucks.

Burke Scholars Program Expands 
Started in 2009, the Anne and Ed Burke Scholars Program this year now includes: Ryan Burke ‘14 and 
Chris Nichol ‘13, who both have Down Syndrome; David Brucks ‘14, who has Trisomy 13, a rare genetic 
disorder; and Connor Fallon ‘14, who has Autism.  Burke Scholars Director Robin Telander also wel-
comes special education teacher Leandra Smith to the program. 

“The thing that makes our program so special is that all of the students in the Burke Scholars program 
are mainstreamed for every class besides English and Math. This type of inclusion would not be pos-
sible if our students attended a different high school,” says Telander. “With modifications and specific 
accommodations the Burke Scholar students fully participate in Western Civilization, Intro to Catholi-
cism, Art, Band, Gym, Spanish, Biology, Old and New Testament, Drama, and Speech.  Students are also 
actively involved in multiple clubs and student council along with the Notre Dame swim team.”  

“The Burke Scholar students are treated as typical high school men and are loved and respected by 
the entire student body. Ryan Burke has told us, ‘Down Syndrome means God made me special,’ and at 
Notre Dame everyone realizes how special each of our students are and how much of a positive impact 
our four students can make on an entire school,” adds Telander.

For more information about the Burke Scholars Program, please contact Robin Telander at 847.779.8612 
or visit the Academics section of the website at www.nddons.org. 

The roar on Madison Street was 
transferred to Dempster Street on 
September 9 when the students, 
alumni, faculty and staff of Notre 
Dame College Prep cheered on 
Chicago Blackhawks President John 
McDonough ’71 as he brought the 
Stanley Cup to his alma mater in 
Niles. 

Over 1,000 people gathered in the 
school’s gymnasium to view, and 
have their photograph taken with, 

the coveted trophy. Clad in Blackhawks jerseys and t-shirts and 
Stanley Cup apparel, the crowd was awash in black, red and 
white. McDonough was eager to share the spoils of victory with 
his fellow Dons and to impart some words of encouragement to 
them. 

“When I graduated I was ranked 311 in a class of 356,” says 
McDonough. “Every one of you has a chance. I’m going to ask 
you one thing, please make your dreams big. They might just 
come true.” 

The Stanley Cup has been on a grand tour since the Blackhawks 
won it when they defeated the Philadelphia Flyers on June 9, 
thus garnering the team’s first championship title since 1961. 
As is tradition, each member of the winning organization has at 
least one day with the Stanley Cup and he or she can bring it 
anywhere in the world. McDonough chose to bring it to Notre 
Dame College Prep that day.

In addition to various Blackhawk staff being on hand, two other 
alumni Dons joined McDonough at NDCP including Brian Dahm 
’05, Market Research and Sponsorship Event Coordinator, and 
Ian Gentile ’04, Hockey Operations Coordinator. To view the 
photos from the Stanley Cup event, visit www.nddons.org. 

(left to right) 
Brian Dahm ‘05, 
Ian Gentile ‘04, 
John McDonough ‘71
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Class of 2010 Highlights
• Matt Moser ’10 (University of Illinois) was recognized as   
 Valedictorian and Outstanding Senior Student Athlete

• Salutatorian Samuel Bungum ‘10 of Park Ridge (University 
 of Notre Dame)

• Thomas D. Baima Christian Service Award and Gentleman   
    of Mary Award winner Andrew Hogan ’10 of Des Plaines   
 (Miami University, Ohio)

• Kevin A. Rapacz Memorial Leadership Award winner Brett   
 O’Connor ‘10 of Chicago (University of Illinois at Chicago) 

• Faith, Scholarship and Service Award winners Peter   
    Knudsen ‘10 of Park Ridge (University of Portland)   
    and Matthew Sachaj ’10 of Des Plaines (Northwestern   
 University)

• The Class of 2010’s average ACT © College Board score   
 was 24, exceeding Illinois (20) and national (21) averages. 

• 10 received East Suburban Catholic Conference      
 Scholars/Athlete Awards

• 33 were named Illinois State Scholars

• 29 received President’s Awards for Academic Excellence

• 27 received Illinois High School Association Scholastic   
 Awards

• 25 to play sports in college or university

• 16 seniors earned AP Scholars Awards in recognition   
    of their exceptional achievement on the College Board’s   
 Advancement Placement Exam © with scores of at least 3 
 or higher for three to five AP exams taken. 

•   16 earned AP Scholar Awards in recognition of their   
 exceptional achievement on the College Board’s Advanced  
 Placement Exam© with scores of at least 3 or higher for   
 three to five AP exams taken. 
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Don Investment 
Yields High 
Dividends
Offered nearly $10.3 million in 
scholarships and grants from a 
variety of colleges and university, 
members of Notre Dame College 
Prep’s Class of 2010 showed the 
fantastic return on investment 
a Don education can pay. 
Collectively, the Class of 2010 
Dons were offered a staggering 
$10,260,181.00 in scholarships and 
grants from a variety of colleges 
and universities which is a $7 
million increase from the year 
before.  

2010 Valedictorian 
Matt Moser

(right)
 Kyle Gronset (left), son of Tammy (Migon) and Neal Gronset, joined his 
grandfather Tony Migon ’64 (right) and uncles Tom Migon ’87, Tim Migon 
’91 and Todd Migon ‘93 as a Don alumnus when he graduated with the 
Class of 2010 on May 29. 
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Holley Addresses Class of 2010 
On May 29 in the sports stadium, 175 students became Notre 
Dame College Prep’s 53rd graduating class. The commencement 
speech was given by philanthropist, entrepreneur and 
businessman George Holley ’58, who is the lead investor in the 
school’s current Past, Present, Promise Capital Campaign with 
a $2.1 million commitment.  Holley was also the lead investor in 
the school’s previous campaign with a $1 million gift and is the 
namesake of the George Holley Science and Technology Center. 
  
“You are leaving Notre Dame with the best navigational tool a 
young man could have: a good moral compass,” says Holley.  
“Having traveled that road for the past 42 years, I can tell you 
that the moral compass I developed with the guidance of Father 
d’Autremont (the school’s first principal) and my dedicated 
teachers has never failed me.” 
  
The Alumni Association awarded the Rev. Joseph Stroot, CSC 
awards to Pat Cummings ’73 and Fine Arts Chairman Rev. 
Richard Conyers, CSC. The Rev. James d’Autremont, CSC Award 
was given to Principal Dan Tully ’94.  Each was lauded for his 
dedication to Notre Dame College prep.  Joseph Gurdak, who 
retired as Executive Board Chairman, was recognized for over 
20 years of service.  He was praised for providing extraordinary 
leadership during and after the transition from ownership under 
the Priests of the Congregation of Holy Cross, Indiana Province 
to a lay board of governance which occurred in 2007.

George Holley ‘58, philanthropist, entrepreneur and businessman, delivers 
the 2010 commencement address. 
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Adrian College
American Academy of Art 
Ashland University
Augustana College
Aurora University
Benedictine College
Benedictine University
Boston College
Bowling Green State University 
Bradley University
Butler University
Cardinal Stritch University 
Carroll University (Wisconsin) 
Carthage College
CCC, Wilbur Wright College 
Central Michigan University 
Clarke University
College for Creative Studies 
College of the Holy Cross 
Columbia College
Concordia University 
Concordia University 
Wisconsin
Cornell College 
Creighton University 
DePaul University 
DePauw University 
Dominican University 
Drake University
Eastern Illinois University 
Eastern Kentucky University 
Elmhurst College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical     
 University-FL

Florida Gulf Coast University 
Florida Southern College 
Fordham University
Franklin College of Indiana 
George Mason University 
Holy Cross College
Illinois Institute of Technology 
Illinois State University 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Indiana State University at  
 Terre Haute
Indiana State University at  
 Bloomington
Iowa State University 
Iowa Wesleyan University 
John Carroll University 
Kent State University 
Kettering University
Kirkwood Community College 
Knox College
Lewis University 
Loras College
Loyola University Chicago 
Marian University 
Marquette University 
Mesa Community College 
Miami University, Oxford 
Michigan State University 
Milwaukee School of   
 Engineering
Missouri University of Science  
 & Technology
Monmouth College 
North Central College 
North Park University
Northeastern Illinois University 
Northern Illinois University 
Northwestern University 
Oakton Community College

Ohio Dominican University 
Ohio State University 
Olivet Nazarene University
Otis College of Art & Design 
Parkland College
Pratt Institute 
Purdue University
Rhode Island School of Design 
Ringling College of Art &   
 Design
Robert Morris College,   
 Chicago
Robert Morris University,   
 O’Hare
Robert Morris University,   
 Peoria
Rochester Institute of   
 Technology 
Roosevelt University 
Rose-Hulman Institute of   
 Technology
Rutgers, The State University of  
 N.  Jersey at N. Brunswick 
Saint Joseph’s College-IN
Saint Leo University 
Saint Louis University
Saint Mary’s University of   
 Minnesota
Saint Xavier College 
School of the Art Institute of  
 Chicago
School of Visual Arts 
Southern Illinois University,  
 Carbondale
South Suburban College 
St. Ambrose University 
St. Norbert College
The Illinois Institute of Art 
Triton College

Class of 2010 
College/University 
Acceptances

University of Dayton
University of Illinois at Chicago 
University of Illinois at   
 Springfield
University of Illinois at Urbana- 
 Champaign
University of Iowa 
University of Kansas 
University of Kentucky 
University of Miami 
University of Michigan 
University of Minnesota, 
 Twin Cities 
University of Missouri,   
 Columbia 
University of Montana,   
 Missoula
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Portland 
University of Wisconsin, 
 La Crosse 
University of Wisconsin,   
 Madison
University of Wisconsin,   
 Milwaukee 
University of Wisconsin,   
 Oshkosh
University of Wisconsin,   
 Whitewater 
Upper Iowa University 
Valparaiso University 
Wabash College
Western Illinois University 
Western Michigan University 
William Rainey Harper College 
Winona State University 
Wittenburg University
Xavier University
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Genovesi On The Move
Augie Genovesi will no longer be the Alumni 
Director but don’t worry, he’s not leaving 
Notre Dame College Prep! Augie is now the 
Assistant Athletic Director and a recruiter for the 
Enrollment Department. He also continues to be 
Head Wrestling Coach, Head Sophomore Football 
Coach and an Assistant Varsity Football Coach. He 
can be reached at 847.779.8655 or agenovesi@ 
nddons.org.

“I can’t thank our alumni and friends enough for 
the opportunity I was given to reconnect with 
so many outstanding individuals. I had a great 
time meeting with the men from the early years 
of Notre Dame. I really believe that their love for 
Notre Dame is as strong today as it ever was. The 
gentlemen from ’58, ’59, and ’60 have set the bar 
very high for the future,” said Genovesi. 

“I will really miss the everyday phone calls and 
emails asking about Notre Dame. Notre Dame 
is going nowhere but to the top because of the 
Men of Mary. I would like to thank the committees 
of all the Homecoming Reunions, Alumni Golf 
Outings, Texas Hold’Em Tournaments, Lifetime 
Learning, Bill Casey Basketball Tournament, 
Alumni Wrestling Reunions and all the other 
events that we have had in the past three years. I 
look forward to my new position and being able 
to assist Coach Hennessey in any way that I can. 
I’m truly a very lucky guy,” he added.
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Two Alumni Named to Executive Board  
The Notre Dame Education Association Executive Board is pleased 
to announce the addition of Joe Petricca ’68 and Pat Cummings ’73 
to the Executive Board.  Both men are past recipients of the school’s 
Hall of Honor Award and have been active there for many years.

“We are very pleased that two such accomplished Notre Dame 
alumni have accepted positions on our executive board,” said Paula 
Waters, board chair. “Pat and Joe have remained faithful to the 
values of faith, scholarship and service they learned at Notre Dame 
and are committed to giving future generations of young men the 
same opportunities.”

Petricca, who is on Notre Dame’s Wall of Fame, attended the 
University of Utah on a football scholarship and received a B.S. 
in Physical Education. Later, he earned an M.A. degree in P.E./ 
Health from Northwestern University.  He taught at Notre Dame 
and later Conant High School in Hoffman Estates before 1984 when 
he began teaching and coaching football at Palatine High School. 
There until 2008, Petricca amassed a record of 103 wins and 40 
losses in over 13 years as the head football coach. Joe’s teams 
won the M.S.L. North Championship seven times. He also coached 
Track and Field and Cross Country for both boys and girls and 
continues to volunteer as the girl’s throws coach (throws events are 
shot put, javelin, discus and hammer) at Palatine.  In 1987, he had 
a laryngectomee to remove cancer just below his larynx and now 
uses esophageal speech to talk. Joe has been married to his wife 
Jan since 1971 and they have three children and four grandchildren.  

“I am hoping that my 35 plus years as an educator will give another 
perspective to the board. Being involved with the Dons again is like 
coming home,” said Petricca.

Cummings attended North Park College and DePaul University 
where he earned a degree in Business Administration. A member 
of Immaculate Conception Parish in Chicago, Cummings is the 
Vice President of Cummings Sales, a manufacturers’ representative 
company. In addition to being an active member of the Alumni 
Association, Cummings has run the football team weekly dinners 
since 2001. He and his wife Mary are the parents of four Notre 
Dame College Prep graduates (Brian ’03, James ’05, Kevin ’06, P.J. 
’08) and their son Kyle will enter the high school as a freshman in 
the fall of 2012. 

 “I’m honored to serve on the Executive Board of Notre Dame 
College Prep. This will be another means of helping the school and 
giving back for all they have done for me and my sons. We need 
to help out and give back to ensure that what NDCP stands for 
and does for young men continues on for future generations,” said 
Cummings.

Notre Dame College Prep Alumni Association’s 

Advent Day of Recollection 
For Alumni and Fathers of Current Students 

Saturday, December 11, 2010 from 8:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

Reflections on the Readings of Advent, Mary’s Advent Journey, 
and our personal Advent Journey

 
Registration @ 8:30a.m. with a Light  Continental Breakfast.  

Join us for this day of Spiritual Renewal.

RSVP  to Jim Ernst at 847-989-4631 or jimdcn@gmail.com. 
Walk-ins are welcome too!

 Visit www.nddons.org for more information.
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Alumni Profile: Mike Haley ‘88 
is Vice President of Strategy & Project Management at Americaneagle.com, Inc., a full service Web site 
design, development, hosting and marketing company headquartered in Park Ridge, Illinois with offices 
also in Cleveland, Los Angeles, New York and Washington, D.C.  They have over 4,000 web solutions to 
their credit and some clients include the U.S. Tennis Association, the Chicago Bears and RichardRoeper. 
com.  Haley has worked for Americaneagle.com for 12 years.

Haley attended St. Thecla grade school on Chicago’s northwest side, and St. Norbert College (Bachelor 
of Arts, Graphic Communications, 1992) in DePere, Wisconsin.  He is married to Cathy and they have four 
children (Sean, Katie, Anne and Jack). 

What activities/sports did you participate in when you were at ND?  I participated in Football and the 
Letterman Club.

How do you think that ND prepared you for your chosen profession?  ND was an incredible stepping stone for me in my life, not 
only for my education but also life lessons that prepared me for what was to come in life. What sticks out for me the most is that I 
learned discipline at ND. Work hard, play hard and good things happen!

What is your fondest memory of ND?  What I look back on most is the camaraderie we had in an entire class.  To this day, when I 
see a fellow alum, we always have something great to talk about. I’ve made so many great friends from ND and I know that will always 
be special.

Is there a particular teacher, coach or student who inspired you?  Coach Hennessey is the person who most inspired me at ND. 
Not only as a coach, but also as a teacher, Coach Hennessey is someone who could challenge me to be the best I can. I remember his 
History class just as much as how he taught me on the field. Coach Hennessey taught me how to conduct myself professionally and to 
push myself to the limit.

What advice would you give any Don pursuing a dream of working in the technology field?  The technology field is a moving 
target. There are new advancements everyday and if you want to work in this field, you need to embrace changes quickly in order to 
capitalize on them. What makes the internet so great is that it’s still in its infancy so the sky’s the limit and we really haven’t seen how 
it will affect our lives yet. If I were starting a journey in this industry, I would tell everyone to learn as much as you can about what 
interests you most, then, keep an eye on all other advancements to make sure you can apply them to your work.

The internet and social networking have become important ways that people connect everyday, why do you think it is 
important for people, and especially Dons, to stay connected via these avenues?  The internet is THE place to be seen now. It’s 
an incredible tool if you use it the right way. Dons have a special bond, and networking through the internet so easy now. I’ve hired 
fellow Dons in the past because I knew their background was the same as mine. Of course, be safe on the Web because there are so 
many traps that will affect your future if you aren’t careful.

13The Reunions that were held in September 2010 will be highlighted in the next issue of Legacy.

Notre Dame College Prep Dons Span The USA



Nearly 5,000 Notre Dame College Prep fans descended on 
Soldier Field in Chicago on August 29 to watch the Varsity 
Gridiron Dons defeat Fenwick 19-13 in the Kick-off Classic 
opener. Touchdowns were scored by Connor Thomas ‘11, Tim 
Whalen ‘11 and Nick Pieruccini ‘12.

Besides the thrilling victory, the day was made even more 
special by the presence of the members of the four ND football 
teams with no losses.  Team members from 1961, 1966, 1967 
and 1969 gathered on the field prior to the Dons’ game to be 
honored and remembered. They were treated to a special 
video that was produced by alumni John McCarthy ’68, Tim 
McGuire ’68 and Robert Orr ’69. 

The members of the four teams who were at Soldier Field 
include:  

Allen H. Aspengren ‘63 
Philip Basil ‘63 
Charles Bilodeau ‘68 
Guy R. Bobbora ‘63 
Michael R. Field ‘63 
Michael J. Fragale ‘68
Thomas R. Francisco ‘63 
James J. Gira ‘69
William Gruzynski ‘70 
Brendan J. Hagarty ‘71
William S. Harrington ‘68 
Henry F. Hines ‘71
David J. Holdener ‘69 
Brian J. Kelly ‘68 
James P. King ‘67
Thomas C. Lambert ‘63 
Skip Lawson ‘71 
Daniel Locallo ‘70 
Stephen W. Lochen ‘62 
John M. Maher ‘69
William W. Marquardt ‘67
Edward J. Masterson ‘63 
Patrick K. McCaskey ‘67 
Timothy J. McGuire ‘68
Paul A. Meyer ‘84

The video and these and other photos are available for viewing 
at ww.nddons.org/photogallery.
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Soldier Field Victory/Alumni Teams Saluted

Kevin Murnighan ‘68 
James Nashan ‘71
Raymond M. Neihengen ‘62 
Peter J. Newell ‘67
Robert W. Orr ‘69 
John Petricca ‘70 
Joseph A. Petricca ‘68 
Edward Pleines ‘70 
Gary A. Potempa ‘70
Richard S. Rammon ‘67 
Robert D. Rammon ‘67 
Michael J. Ranos ‘69 
Gregory A. Schilling ‘63 
William R. Schroeder ‘63 
Michael Shaw ‘67 
William A. Shiel ‘68
James L. Starshak ‘62 
Terry A. Vaisvilas ‘71 
Roy A. Vana ‘68
Joseph Virgilio ‘69 
James C. Weides ‘68
Timothy J. Wisniewski ‘69 
George J. Witteman ‘63 
Robert M. Zientara ‘68
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Once again Notre Dame College Prep alumni golfers 
and friends came out to give big support to the Alumni 
Association’s Scholarship Program.  This year, the name was 
officially changed to the The Ray Gorzynski Notre Dame Golf 
Outing in honor of the late Ray Gorzynski ’60 who had been 
one of the chief organizers of the event since it began over 
20 years ago. At the outing, held on July 19 at White Pines 
Country Club in Bensenville, 235 golfers enjoyed a great day 
of golf, food, raffles and fun while raising $25,600.00 to help 
current and future Dons attain their dreams of receiving a 
Notre Dame education. 

“Every penny raised goes to the future of Notre Dame and 
that future is the present day students who are receiving 
assistance to be able to attend Notre Dame. Without your 
help that would not be possible,” says Augie Genovesi, 
former Alumni Director. “I would like to thank all the players, 
sponsors and volunteers as well as our Golf Committee and 
White Pines Golf Club.”

Sixteen students received assistance from the monies 
raised from the 2010 Golf Outing and the Texas Hold ‘Em 
Tournaments held last school year.  Please check the website 
calendar at www.nddons.org for upcoming alumni events 
such as these during the 2010-2011 school year.  To view all 
the photos from the 2010 Golf Outing, visit www.nddons.org/ 
photogallery. 

16

The Ray Gorzynski Notre Dame Golf Outing 2010
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Thank you to all the 2010 Golf Outing 
sponsors!!!
Bob Flood ‘66, Flood Brothers Disposal 
Bob Gorzynski ‘68, International Label & Printing Company 
Bob Voltl, Grand Geneva National          
Daniel DeFranza ‘90, DoubleD Financial Inc. 
Daniel Serafini
Dave Donovan ‘81, Libertyville Auto Body 
Dave Fitzpatrick ‘87, Neo Post
Dave Gurdak ‘91, Gurdak and Associates
Dave Holdener ‘69, Nicolet Forest Bottling Company, Inc. 
Eric Papenhagen, MB Financial Bank Wealth Management 
Fran O’Malley ‘83, Worsek & Vihon, P.C.
Frank DiMaria ‘65       
Frank Lorenz ‘60, Lorenz & Associates, Ltd., R.E. Appraisers
Frank Malartsik, (Jon Malartsik ‘87, Mark Malartsik ‘89, 
Jason Malartsik ‘95)
Frank Marrese ‘66    
Gene Faut ‘59
Irwin A. Siegel & Associates, Ltd.   
Jim DeMeo  ‘87, Aqua Plumbing, Heating & Cooling Services, Inc.                                                                                        
Steve Olszewski, Pepsi Beverages Company
Jim DiStasio ‘65  
Joe Jummati ‘88
John Obie‘73, Hampster Direct
John Thode ‘75, Thode Brothers and Friends
Kevin Burke, Burke, Wise & Morrissey Attorney at Law & Ryan Burke 
2013
Kevin Paluch ‘75, Geneva National 
Larry Sowa ‘65, Town & Country Distributors 
Marty Ferraro ‘71, Eggcetera Pancakes
Mike Rigali ‘79, Daprato Rigali Studios (Bob Rigali Jr. ‘76 , John ‘77,           
Mike ‘79)
Pat McCaskey ‘67,  The Chicago Bears & the McCaskey Family 
Richard and Ann Marie Remijan
Richard Saklak  ‘76 
Star Nissan
Steven J. Clingen, MB Financial Bank 
Terry McCann ‘94
The Chicago Cubs
The Chicago White Sox
The Szachowicz Family, Donald Szachowicz, MD Family Medicine 
Tom Sommers ‘84, Sommers & Fahrenbach, Inc.
Tom Walter ‘65, Tasty Catering



Keep in touch...

Notre Dame College 
Prep wants to hear 
from you! Please 
share your news 
in the enclosed 
envelope or email 

Monica Peterson at mpeterson@
nddons.org.

Zmolek, who is a Reliability Man-
ager at ComEd, spends one week 
per summer fixing dilapidated 
houses for low-income families with 
the Appalachia Service Project.  
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Quinn Mark 
Avila ‘92, 
(left) who 
manages 
Cisco 
Networking 
systems 
married Jaclyn 
Marie Plecki 
(right) who 
is a nurse at 
Northwestern 

Hospital on Saturday, May 15, 2010 
at Maxwell Beach of the Almond 
Casuarina Resort of Dover in 
the Parish of Christ Church in 
Barbados. Quinn is the second 
born son of Water Reclamation 
Commissioner Frank and Sherry 
Avila of Chicago. 

John Bowler 
‘02, who plays 
basketball 
for Telekom 
Baskets 
in Bonn, 
Germany was 
featured in an 
ad outside of 
a building in 
Bonn. 

Dr. Dean Eitel ‘59, has retired 
as Assistant Director and MPA 
Degree Chair, School of Public 
Service, DePaul University. This 
year the Greater Chicago Chapter 
of American Society for Public 
Administration (ASPA) honored 
him as the Outstanding Faculty 
Member of the Year from among 
the 8 universities in the region. 
In addition they named their 
8-university annual “Outstanding 
Student of the Year” award after 
him.  He is the North American 
Regional Editor for “Public 
Management Review” a UK-based 
international journal. He has been 
a visiting professor of management 
at the Hertie School of Governance 
in Berlin, Germany and at Bocconi 
University in Milan, Italy, and is on 
the faculty of All Hallows College (a 
College of Dublin City University) 
in Dublin, Ireland where he teaches 
each summer. He continues to 
consult in strategic planning and 
management improvement. He 
and his wife Kathy live in McHenry 
County and enjoy time with their 8 
grandchildren.

Connor Flahive ‘06, helped lead 
Northern Illinois University in an 
upset victory over Minnesota 34-23. 
Flahive scored on a two yard touch-
down pass for a score.

Ronald J. Koziol ‘74, reports that 
he retired as Assistant Section 
Chief, Violent Crimes Section of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in March 2010 after 20 years of 

federal service as well as 10 years 
of local law enforcement. He now 
lives in Columbus, Ohio and is 
the Director of Safety Services 
for Limited Brands Incorporated 
overseeing 80 employees in six 
corporate locations in four states. 
He is married to Geralyn and has 
two children, Jenn and Matt. 

Michael F. Lyon ‘65, reports that 
he has lived in Cincinnati, Ohio 
since 1965. He is a graduate of 
Xavier University with a B.A. in 
English Literature/Philosophy.  His 
post graduate education includes 
Northern Kentucky State University 
and Salmon P. Chase College of Law 
where he received his Juris Doctor 
in 1975.  Lyon has practiced law 
for 35 years in Ohio specializing 
in the defense of physicians sued 
for medical malpractice.  He is a 
Fellow in the International Society 
of Barristers. Lyon is also a Diplomat 
in the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, a level he reached 
having attained a minimum of 
100 jury trials to verdict, and was 
President of its Ohio Chapter in 
2005. He has appeared before the 
various Courts of Appeals of Ohio 
and the Supreme Court of Ohio 
over 65 times in his career. Lyon 
married his wife Jacki in 2002 and 
she is an English Professor at Xavier 
University. “I have tried to verdict 
over 200 medical malpractice jury 
trials during my 35 year career. I 
am a partner in the Cincinnati law 
firm of Lindhorst & Dreidame and I 
live here in Cincinnati with my wife 
Jacki and two stepdaughters, Grace 
and Margo. My four children, Joe, 
Maggie, Matt and Zachary live in 
Cincinnati, Denver, South Korea and 
Columbus respectively,” says Lyon. 

Ricky Podkowa ‘05 is playing for 
the Lubeck Seals football team 
in Lubeck, Germany. He is the 
only American on the team and in 
their conference there. He plays 
nearly every position from TE, 
WR, Wing back, Full back, DE and 
Long Snapper. They play from July 
through September. If you know 
German, you can read more about 
the Lubeck Seals at www.seals-
football.de.  “I have never been 
out of the US before so the culture 
shock hit me when I first got here, 
but I adjusted quickly and am doing 
well.  I love travelling and seeing 
the world.  Football has certainly 
given me wonderful opportunities 
to see and explore new places,” 
reports Podkowa. 

Andrew “Drew” Zmolek ‘75  was 
featured in an article in ComEd’s 
September 1, 2010 company 
newsletter about work he has done 
for the past five years in restoring 
houses in rural central Appalachia. 

Stay Connected! 
Visit www.nddons.org 

Notre Dame 
College 
Prep’s website 
– www. 
nddons.org 
is your portal 
to everything 
that’s 
happening at 
ND. Click on 
the Alumni 
section to 

reconnect with old classmates. With 
ND’s website, it’s all so easy to stay 
in touch! Contact Terri Paradowski 
at 847.779.8699 or tparadowski@ 
nddons.org or visit “First-Time 
Login” at www.nddons.org to 
register for ND’s online community. 

Checkout the photos in the alumni 
community at www.nddons.org and 
click on the “Alumni” tab. These 
alumni have uploaded photos you 
can see, including:

Michael Accurso ’63, Louis 
Antognoli ’63, Glen Brown ’69, 
Craig Chernick ’66, Frank Corrado 
’60, Anthony Ferraro ’69, James 
Frantz ’62, Christopher Gallicho 
’88, James Janus ’83, John Kirby 
’59, Anthony Kozole (honorary 
alumnus), John Malandrino ’89, 
James McEnerney ’71, Kenneth 
Mikeska ’77, Timothy Mulvenna ’85, 
Roger Porzak ’71, Neil Ruda ’75, 
Gary Schiappacasse ’67, Gregory 
Schilling ’63, and Joseph Sikora ‘94

Join the Dons 
Facebook 
page!

Help the 
environment 
and Notre Dame 
College Prep too!

Please include 
your email 
address in the 

enclosed envelope or contact 
Terri Paradowski at tparadowski@ 
nddons.org. We will not sell or 
disseminate your email address to 
anyone else. Thank you.
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In Memoriam
James M. Alt ‘78 
Richard L. Dase ‘69
Mr. Bill DeBoard  (former 
teacher)
Donald J. Domas ‘66 
Walter Drager ‘67 
Erich H. Follmann ‘61 
Wayne K. Grein ‘60 
Kenneth Jastrab ‘60 
Charles A. Kozel ‘60 
Eric Marder ‘05
Peter O. O’Halloran ‘75 
Jeffrey D. Orlowski ‘76 
Robert F. Schoene ‘66 
Bradford W. Shaw ‘60 
Tom Willett ‘76

Michael Schwass ’76 

(left to right) The late Tom Podock and his wife Eileen at the 2010 Dinner 
Auction. 

Thomas P. Podock, Sr. (1934-2010) 
The Notre Dame College Prep community mourns the death of 
retired teacher Tom Podock who taught at the school for 36 years 
from 1960 to 1996. Podock is best remembered for his engaging 
teaching style that inspired hundreds of Dons to pursue business 

as their profession later in life. While at ND, he taught business, accounting, bookkeeping and 
briefly history, according to his friend and fellow teacher Bill Debaets ’60. 

“At the wake and funeral we saw so many of his former students. They were all successful people 
who said they owed a lot to Tom,” said Debaets.

Podock received a degree in Business from DePaul University and a Masters in Business Arts from 
Roosevelt University. He worked briefly in business before deciding on a teaching career at Notre 
Dame beginning during the 1959-60 school year. In addition to teaching at ND he managed the 
bookstore for 15 years and ran the Cross and Anchor for a time, said Debaets. 

“He was very funny, had a great sense of humor and he loved to talk back and forth with the stu-
dents,” Debaets said.

This love for the school and its students carried over even after Podock retired and he could often 
be seen attending events at or associated with Notre Dame College Prep.

“A lot of us old timers really have a love for the place. He never even thought about leaving and 
even substitute taught for six or seven years after he retired,” said Debaets.

Podock most recently attended the 50th reunion of the Class of 1960 which occurred on Septem-
ber 18 at Notre Dame. 

“He had such a good time. He was looking forward to seeing everyone,” said Debaets. “He just 
loved people and he loved the school.”

Podock is survived by his wife Eileen and his sons Tommy (Donna), Stephen and Christopher 
(Toni) and his grandchildren Alec and Stefanie.  At the request of the family, please send dona-
tions to Notre Dame College Prep at 7655 W. Dempster, Niles, IL 60714.

The 
Notre 
Dame 
College 
Prep 
com-
munity 
mourns 
the 
death 

of inspirational speaker and 
life coach Michael Schwass 
‘76, who died of a heart-
related condition on Friday, 
September 10, 2010.  Among 
Notre Dame College Prep’s 
alumni and current students, 
Schwass will be remembered 
for his enduring courage.  In 
December 1975, Schwass, 
who was one of Illinois’ top 
hockey players, suffered a 
devastating blow to his neck 
which left him a quadriplegic. 
Despite his injury, Schwass 
went on to graduate from ND, 
attend college and have a 
successful career motivating 
people to reach their full po-
tential no matter the obstacle. 
He co-authored the book, 
Don’t Blame The Game  which 
chronicled how he fought 
back from his injury and 
helped others do the same. 

“Mike, since I’ve known him, 
was a man of courage and in-
sight who reached out to any-
one that he could.  It was an 
honor to know him,” says Rev. 
John P. Smyth, Notre Dame 
College Prep’s President. The 
school’s hockey team retired 
Schwass’ #21 jersey in 2006. 

“Sailing into the Future” Dinner 
Auction Spectacular
Thank you to all the attendees, sponsors and volunteers who made 
the Spirit of Notre Dame “Sailing into the Future” Dinner Auction a 
tremendous success with a total of over $200,000 raised.  Additionally, 
$49,500 was raised for the Cross Program which financially assists 

students that encounter unforeseen circumstances or hardship while attending Notre Dame.  

A special thanks to Auction Chairs Arlene Carlucci (mother of Matt Carlucci ’10), Merlyn Fruin 
(mother of Nick Fruin “08) and Peggy Clune (mother of Chris Clune ’06) for their leadership 
and hard work throughout the year.  The Parish Ministry Center at St. John Brebeuf in Niles was 
transformed into a cruise ship and island paradise setting.  The event was catered by Phil Stefani 
Signature Events.  The music was provided by Scraps of Brass. Photos can be viewed at 
www.nddons.org/photogallery.

The Dinner Auction is the major fundraiser of the year.  Proceeds greatly help with the operating 
costs of Notre Dame College Prep and the funding of programs that enable the Dons to receive 
great educations.  

Mark your calendars 
for next year’s event.  
The Spirit of Notre 
Dame Dinner Auction 
Saturday, April 9, 2011



Notre Dame College Prep 
7655 West Dempster Street 

Niles, Illinois 60714
847.965.2900 (phone) 

847.965.2975 (fax) 
www.nddons.org

Upcoming Events

November 13  President’s Dinner/Hall of Honor, Misericordia Jean Marie Ryan Center, Chicago
November 16   Alumni Meeting (7 pm), Library 
November 25    Happy Thanksgiving!
December 7   ND/Res Band Christmas Concert (8:35 am), Gymnasium
December 11   Day of Recollection for Alumni and Fathers of Students (8:30 am – 1 pm),   
 Library & Chapel
December 22 -    Christmas Break/School Closed
January 4, 2011
December 24  Midnight Mass (12 am), Chapel   
December 25    Merry Christmas!
January 1, 2011    Happy New Year! 
January 8, 2011 Incoming Freshman Placement Exam (8 am) 
January 18, 2011    Alumni Meeting (7 pm), Library 

Visit www.nddons.org for event updates.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

If you’re an alumnus, are you registered on the ND website?  Visit www.nddons.org and register today!
Visit Notre Dame College Prep on Facebook too.
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